
 

 
This is the time of return—return to Me with all your heart 

LENT + EASTER 
2018 

www.st-johns-aberdeen.org 
 

Suggested donation: £1

http://www.st-johns-aberdeen.org/


MIDWEEK 

SERVICES 

  SUNDAY WORSHIP @ ST JOHN’S  commences with Holy 
Communion using Scottish Liturgy 1970 at 9.30am every 
Sunday except on occasions when there is a single service at 
10.30am. 

 

 

 

  
 

WEDNESDAY 

  
  

SUNG EUCHARIST @ 11AM is our choral worship which has 
been the choice of offering to God at St John’s from the 
beginning, reflected in art and architecture. Our liturgy, in 
word, music and style is both contemporary and traditional.  
The version of liturgy in regular use is a fine blend of Scottish 
Liturgy 1982 with Eucharistic Prayers from the Common 
Worship. The reason behind this blend is our call to radical 
hospitality, reconciliation and fellowship echoed in words of 
liturgy, preaching and prayers. We seek to offer our utmost 
for the highest and it is good that many have chosen to be 
part of this great adventure. 

7.30pm 
Taizé 

Eucharist 

  
  

FRIDAY 

  

8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  
  
  

LITURGY is our outpouring of love to God in response to 
God’s love to us. It is the communal prayer in which we 
worship God in living and loving encounter. We affirm God is 
love and we are God’s children. We confess our failure to love 
God; and to love our neighbour as ourselves. We confess that 
we believe in one God, the maker of heaven and earth. This 
is a place of prayer for all people.  You are welcome! 

 
  
  

  

   TUESDAY: 10am St John’s Fair-trade Café in the Cheyne Lounge 

SERVICES ABOUT THE CITY 
 

TUES 11AM -- ST MARGARET’S, GALLOWGATE -- LOW MASS 
WED 10AM -- ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL, KING ST -- HOLY COMMUNION 

WED 10AM -- ST MARY’S, CARDEN PL -- HOLY COMMUNION 

 
CANDLE FUND: A BIG THANK YOU to all who very generously contribute 
towards the candle fund in kind and contributions.  Candles remind us of God’s 
presence and act as an offering up our prayers.  When words fail us and the heart 
seeks God’s presence, lighting a candle becomes our prayer. While you are 
encouraged to use votive candles for prayer, would you kindly consider 
sponsoring candles for a week. A donation of £10 would cover the cost.  



REV. CANON ANNE DYER, 
BISHOP ELECT FOR ABERDEEN AND ORKNEY 

 

The Episcopal Synod of the Scottish 

Episcopal Church elected the Rev Canon Anne 

Dyer as the new Bishop of Aberdeen & Orkney 

on 9th November 2017. 

Canon Dyer has been Rector of Holy 

Trinity church, Haddington, East Lothian since 

2011. Her wider church involvement includes 

being a member of the Scottish Episcopal 

Institute Council and a member of General 

Synod. 

Being in the first group of women for each 

of these Orders, Canon Dyer was ordained 

Deacon in 1987 and Priest in 1994 in Rochester. 

She served as Warden of Cranmer Hall, Durham 

and before that was Ministry Development 

Officer in the Diocese of Rochester. Prior to ordination, Anne Dyer read Chemistry 

at St Anne’s College, Oxford and was a Business Systems Analyst with Unilever 

before training for ordained ministry at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and studying 

theology at King’s College London. 

Canon Dyer is Chair of the East Lothian Foodbank and is also a regular 

lecturer across Edinburgh and the Lothians on the subject of fine art and theology. 

On hearing of her election Canon Dyer said “I am delighted to be elected by 

the Bishops of the Scottish Episcopal Church to serve as Bishop in the United 

Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney. It will be a privilege to lead the people of this 

diocese as they continue to make known the love of God to those in their 

communities and beyond. I am looking forward to both the challenge and 

excitement of serving and worshipping together in diverse locations across the 

diocese and to joining the College of Bishops.” 

Canon Dyer is the first woman to be elected Bishop in the Scottish Episcopal 

Church. The General Synod of the Scottish Episcopal Church voted to allow the 

election of female bishops in 2003. The See of Aberdeen & Orkney became vacant 

last November when the Rt Rev Dr Robert Gillies retired as Bishop of the Diocese. 

(continued on next page...) 

The Most Rev Mark Strange, Bishop of Moray, Ross & Caithness and 



Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church says “I am delighted to welcome the Rev 

Canon Anne Dyer to the College of Bishops. Anne brings with her a wealth of 

experience in theological education and mission development, and has so many of 

the gifts sought by the diocese together with a deeply loving and generous 

personality. 

I am also delighted that those gifts have allowed us to elect a woman to our 

College of Bishops. Please pray for Anne, her family, for the congregation at 

Haddington and for the Diocese of Aberdeen & Orkney as they journey on in faith.” 

Canon Dyer was born in 1957, is married and has a daughter. 

 

St John’s Vestry welcomes the appointment of Canon Anne to the post of Bishop 

of our Diocese. We look forward to her consecration and enthronement on 

Thursday 1st March and to welcome her first visit to St John’s on Wednesday 28th 

March at 7.30pm. We are also delighted that she will preside at our Dedication 

Festival and Gift Day on the 6th May. 

REVEREND CATHERINE (KATE) GIBSON 
 

We were delighted when our Primus and Interim Bishop, Mark Strange, 

approved our request to license Kate to preside over the Sunday Eucharistic 

Services in St John’s.  Further approval has now been granted for two days pastoral 

work every week. If you would like to speak to Kate or arrange a visit, she can be 

contacted as follows  

Home Tel. 01224 611806   

Mobile. 07775 244640 

Email. ecscanair@gmail.com 

 
APOLOGIES: Sincere apologies for there not being a Tattler last quarter. 
Unfortunately technical difficulties (a.k.a. computer death) got the better of me and 
I was not able to put the newsletter together. However, this issue is a bumper one 
with articles that would have been in the Christmas edition. Enjoy! –Ruth W. 
 

NEXT ISSUE: Would you like to contribute an article, a reflection, some pictures, 
a notice, etc. for the next Tattler? Photos of events at St John’s are always 
gratefully received! Please send your contribution by April 30th to Ruth Wivell—
ruth.wivell@gmail.com or Tom Ferguson t_ferguson3@sky.com 

mailto:ecscanair@gmail.com


ST JOHN’S WALKERS 

 

   

Ruth Wivell and S. in front of super-moon high tide at the Esplanade on a chilly 

New Year’s Day walk this year (top-left), and Lars W. with Isaac and Amu 

Poobalan tucking into a hot meal at Tony’s after (top-right). 

We had a lovely autumn walk in Countesswells Woods on 7th October 

lasting two hours extending up Kingshill and looking over the almost completed 

AWPR by-pass. On the return path, by chance we met Carole and Ian from 

Shetland who have worshipped in St John’s at 9.30 whilst in transit and retain a 

keen interest in the life of the congregation. 

In keeping with tradition, we started 2018 with our traditional Fittie Mission 

New Year’s Day Service at 12 Noon before a promenade walk returning to Tony’s 

for traditional hospitality and first footing? 

On Saturday 3rd February, 

Trevor Donaldson shared his 

ornithological knowledge with us as 

he led us in a walk around the Sands 

of Forvie. 

 

 

 
Sheena Butler watches on as Trevor 

Donaldson educates S. and C. at 

Sands of Forvie (left). 

 

Our next walk is on Saturday 3rd March. Meet at the walled garden near 

Persley Bridge and we will follow the banks of the River Don to Donmouth. We’ll 

be passing many interesting industrial heritage and cultural features on the way. 

Warm clothing and strong footwear recommended. Future walks are planned for 

2nd April—Easter Egg Roll on Scolty Hill, Banchory—and 12th May 

(Clachnaben).  Contact Tom on 07960263920. 



CITY CENTRE CHURCHES PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 
 

On Thursday 14th September, the five City Centre Episcopal Churches (St 

Andrew’s Cathedral, St James, St John’s, St Margaret’s, St Mary’s) held their 

second meeting to explore closer collaboration. The meeting was chaired by Canon 

Ian Ferguson.  Six members of St John’s attended the meeting and we are grateful 

for their feedback. We listened to some lovely music sung by Daniel Ferguson, 

Youth Pastor at Westhill Community Church, O Saviour of the World, an anthem 

sung by a combined choir made up from the five participant Churches, ably 

conducted by Professor Andrew Morrisson.  

 

We also listened to short presentations by a representative of each church 

feeding back the position of each vestry following congregational consultation. 

What became clear was that while each church was willing to collaborate, 

they had some reservations that only time would be able to overcome. Some 

initiatives were welcomed such as avoiding clashes in midweek services and 

advertising where midweek services would be held across the city centre. 

The third meeting took place in St John’s on Wednesday 10th October.  

It was agreed that it is good to work together more and to build up trust and 

knowledge about each other’s ways. Discussion resulted in the following proposals 

during Advent: 

Sunday December 3rd – Advent Sunday – St Andrew’s would hold its 

Advent Carol Service 6.30pm 

Saturday December 9th – St Margaret’s would offer an afternoon Rosary 



meditation 12 Noon 

Sunday December 17th – St Mary’s would hold their afternoon Christingle 

4.00pm 

Saturday 23rd St James’s Church - Advent/Christmas Carols at 10.00am 

These are events that churches would perhaps be planning anyway outwith 

the normal Sunday morning services.  They cover the 5 weekends before Christmas 

Eve weekend.   

Also it was agreed we have Morning Prayer at 8.30 a.m. on weekdays in 

Advent.  During the 3 weeks each church will take responsibility for a weekday 

each week: Mondays  St James; Tuesdays St Andrew’s; Wednesdays St Mary’s; 

Thursdays St Margaret’s; Fridays  St John’s  

The attendance was variable but highest at St John’s possibly because this 

was a continuation of our normal pattern of worship. It was good to sing an Advent 

hymn in St James’. Our thanks to all who participated and especially to Carole 

Phelan of St Margaret’s who co-ordinated the efforts.  

In the meantime we continue to share midweek worship e.g. Wednesday 

Mornings and have supported each other’s social and fund-raising activities such 

as a Cheese and Wine Evening at St Mary’s, the Autumn Fair at St John’s and the 

Christmas Coffee Morning at St Margaret’s. For the computer minded, there is a 

new Facebook Page: Aberdeen City Episcopal Churches which has been created 

for the city churches to help share our news and details of events with each other. 

 

ST JOHN’S GIFT DAY 
 

The Vestry has agreed to mark one hundred and sixty seven years of 

continuous worship in our current church building on Sunday 6th May, our 

Dedication Festival. On that day there will be a combined celebration of the 

Eucharist at 10.30am at which Bishop Anne Dyer will preside, followed by a buffet 

lunch. Letters and envelopes will be distributed on Easter Day. 

We wish to make this year’s appeal part of the final push to upgrading the 

cloister which is now in a perilous state. 

Of course we are now less than two years away from the 300th anniversary 

founding of the congregation of St John the Evangelist following the ousting from 

the Kirk of St Nicholas of Reverend George Garden. Some initial thoughts 

regarding an arts festival are at the embryonic stage but if you are interested please 

speak to Reverend Kate. 



CATHERINE YOUNG IN ROME 
 

 

 

 

Trevi Fountain 

 
 
 
 

 
 
In September last year Lorna Andersen and I went to Rome with a group of 

which the majority came from St Margaret’s Church (Gallowgate).  It was a good 

holiday, though a bit too busy, with a lot to take in.  We went to see St Peter’s 

Basilica where we had a guide, it is an amazing building and all the paintings and 

sculptors are very good and interesting.  We also attended an outside Papal 

Blessing from the Pope which was the highlight of this holiday for me.  It left me 

with a tingle going down my back when he spoke even though I did not know what 

he was saying, an awesome experience without a doubt. 

We visited St Paul’s Outside The Walls which has an amazing gold ceiling 

and pictures of all the Popes past and present also spaces for Popes to come, you 

saw the chains in which St Paul had on his wrists in prison and there was a sculptor 

of a huge candlestick. 

We visited Capitoline Museum and Vadis Chapel. The Catacombs were a 

bit dark and creepy and felt very cold with all the graves. 

We visited about six Caravaggio Churches, Spanish Steps, which we walked 

up, I found these a bit disappointing as the view wasn’t as good as I thought it 

would be,  and the Trevi Fountain. 

Our last day  was a free day so we went to the Sistine Chapel which is huge 

and awesome with lots of tapestries, exhibits, and paintings too many to mention 

and I think we must have missed out a bit of the building as there seemed to be a 

few items missing. 

Dean Emsley took a few services, two of which were in the Chapel which 

was contained within where we stayed and one at the chapel within St Paul’s. 

We saw so much that I am sure I have missed out a few. I would go back 

again if I got the chance but would prefer to do it at a more leisurely pace. If you 

get the chance I would recommend you go to Rome on holiday. 



 

At the Tuesday Café on Tuesday, 

3rd October, we made £81 for Poppy 

Scotland. Thanks to everyone who 

came and supported this event. 

Some of the materials were on show 

on Remembrance Sunday. 

  

 

 

Whilst undertaking studies for his 

recently completed PhD at the University 

of Aberdeen, Reverend Andrew Errington 

has led worship on a good number of  

Sundays. He will be fondly remembered 

for delivering a homily at 9.30, his straight 

talking sermons at 11.00 and willingly 

cantoring during the Eucharist.  Andrew 

and his recently enlarged family now 

head back to Australia with our blessings 

for a continued fruitful ministry. We have 

been inspired by Andrew’s 

encouragement during the ongoing 

vacancy and we are grateful for that.  



Grateful thanks are due to all who made our 

celebration so special. In particular to those who 

arranged the flowers and knitted vegetables, 

those who donated produce, those who supplied 

the food for our Harvest lunch and to Avril Hern, 

Warden of Diocesan Lay Readers who inspired us 

with her sermon and celebrated the reserved 

sacrament. 

 

 

Our choir sang Evensong on 

Thursday 2nd November where the 

names of 238 departed family, friend 

and congregational members 

covering seventy years were read 

out. We are grateful to Reverend 

Joan Lyon for Officiating the Office of 

Evensong and cantoring at 

appropriate points. It was lovely to 

hear the canticles and Psalm being 

sung so well along with the Anthem, 

Mozart’s Ave Verum Corpus. At this 

service and the previous Evening’s 

Taize Eucharist, there was an 

opportunity to light a candle to 

remember a loved one. 



 
K2 Christmas meal (left 
Singing at Fittie (below) 

As at the Christmas meal, there was also an excellent turnout at the K2 Burns 

Supper.  As always, the hospitality was wonderful, the fellowship excellent and 

the entertainment wonderful. Thanks to Tony and the team for all the hard work 

that has gone into this important part of St John’s ministry in the city centre. 

Taize Meditation before K2 meal (below-left) 
Folk band playing at Burns Supper (below-right) 

 



ST JOHN’S DIARY 
 

DATE All services and events are at St John’s 

unless stated otherwise 

POINT OF CONTACT 

FEB 

Su 11 

TRANSFIGURATION 

9.30am-Holy Communion 

 

Su 11 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 13 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 13 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

Tu 13 SHROVE TUESDAY 

7pm-Beetle Drive and Pancake Supper 

Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

We 14 ASH WEDNESDAY 

10.30am-Sevice at St James’, Holburn Junct. 

 

We 14 7.30pm-Taize Lorna Andersen 

Th 15 7pm-St John’s Bible Study Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

Fr 16 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

LNT1 

Su 18 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 18 11am-Sung Eucharist followed by Lenten 

Study Series with soup+bread lunch 

Sarah-Jane Bennison (study) 

sarahjane13t@gmail.com 

Tu 20 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 20 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 21 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 21 7.30pm-Taize  

Th 22 6.30pm-Service followed by K2 Meal Tony Broderick 

07828821869 

Fr 23 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

LNT2 

Su 25 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 25 11am-Sung Eucharist followed by Lenten 

Study Series with soup+bread lunch 

Sarah-Jane Bennison (study) 

sarahjane13t@gmail.com 

Tu 27 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 27 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 28 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 28 7.30pm-Taize  

Th 1 1pm-CONSECRATION of Bishop Anne 

Dyer in St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

Fr 2 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

Sa 3 10am-St John’s Walkers meet at Duthie Park Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

LNT3 9.30am-Holy Communion  



Su 4 

Su 4 11am-Sung Eucharist followed by Lenten 

Study Series with soup+bread lunch 

Sarah-Jane Bennison (study) 

sarahjane13t@gmail.com 

Tu 6 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 6 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 7 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 7 11am-Holy Communion  

We 7 7.30pm-Taize  

Fr 9 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

LNT4 

Su 11 

MOTHERING SUNDAY 

9.30am-Holy Communion 

 

Su 11 11am-Sung Eucharist-No Lenten Study  

Tu 13 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 13 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 14 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 14 11am-Holy Communion  

We 14 7.30pm-Taize  

Th 15 7pm-Bible Study Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

Fr 16 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

LNT 5 

Su 18 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 18 11am-Sung Eucharist followed by Lenten 

Study Series with soup+bread lunch 

Sarah-Jane Bennison (study) 

sarahjane13t@gmail.com 

Tu 20 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 20 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 21 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 21 11am-Holy Communion  

We 21 7.30pm-Taize  

Th 22 6.30pm-Service followed by K2 Meal Tony Broderick 

07828821869 

Fr 23 8.30am-Morning Prayer   

LNT 6 

Su 25 

PALM SUNDAY 

9.30am-Holy Communion 

 

Su 25 10.50am-Sung Eucharist, beginning with 

palm procession-No Lenten Study Series 

 

Tu 27 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 27 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 28 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 28 7.30pm-Taize Eucharist with Bishop Anne 

Dyer 

 

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net


Th 29 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

6pm-Seder Meal in the hall 

Sarah-Jane Bennison 

sarahjane13t@gmail.com 

Th 29 7.30pm-Holy Communion and Stripping of 

the Altar 

 

Fr 30 GOOD FRIDAY 

8.30am-Morning Prayer 

 

Fr 30 12noon-3pm-Devotion at St Andrew’s   

Fr 30 7.30pm-Stations of the Cross  

Sa 31 10am-Decoration of the church  

Sa 31 7.30pm-Easter Vigil Mass  

APR 

EAS 1 

Su 1 

10.30am-Sung Eucharist followed by shared 

congregational lunch 

 

Mo 2 10am-Walkers meet at St John’s for an Egg 

Roll Walk 

Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

Tu 3 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 3 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 4 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 4 11am-Holy Communion  

We 4 7.30pm-Taize  

Fr 6 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

EAS 2 

Su 8 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 8 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 10 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 10 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 11 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 11 11am-Holy Communion  

We 11 7.30pm-Taize  

Fr 13 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

EAS 3 

Su 15 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 15 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 17 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 17 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 18 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 18 11am-Holy Communion  

We 18 7.30pm-Taize  

We 19 7pm-Bible Study Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

Fr 20 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

EAS 4 9.30am-Holy Communion  

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net


Su 22 

Su 22 11am-Sung Eucharist   

Tu 24 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 24 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 25 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 25 11am-Holy Communion  

We 25 7.30pm-Taize  

Th 26 6.30pm-Service followed by K2 Meal Tony Broderick 

07828821869 

Fr 27 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

EAS 5 

Su 29 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 29 11am-Sung Eucharist  

MAY 

Tu 1 

10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 1 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 2 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 2 11am-Holy Communion  

We 2 7.30pm-Taize  

Fr 4 8.30am-Morning Prayer  

EAS 6 

Su 6 

DEDICATION AND GIFT DAY 

10.30am-Sung Eucharist followed by finger 

buffet lunch 

 

Tu 8 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge at 

St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

Tu 8 11am-St Margaret’s Low Mass  

We 9 10am-St Andrew’s + St Mary’s Eucharist  

We 9 11am-Holy Communion  

We 9 7.30pm-Taize  

Th 10 ASCENSION DAY 

6.30pm-Evensong followed by Quiz 

Tom Ferguson 

01224 873519 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

DEAN OF THE DIOCESE: Very Rev Dr A Emsley Nimmo—01224 644969  

alexander306@btinternet.com  

FOR PASTORAL MATTERS AT ST JOHN’S: Kate Gibson—01224 611806 or 

07775 244640  ecscanair@gmail.com  

PEOPLE’S WARDEN: Tom Ferguson--01224 873519  t_ferguson3@sky.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:alexander306@btinternet.com
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTERTIDE AT ST JOHN’S 

 
PALM SUNDAY  9.30  Holy Communion (Scottish Liturgy 1970) 

10.50  Sung Eucharist with Narrative of St Marks’s 
Passion 

WEDNESDAY    19.30  Taize Eucharist with Bishop Anne Dyer 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 18.00  Seder Meal 
   19.30 Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar 
GOOD FRIDAY  8.30  Morning Prayer 
   12noon 3 Hours Devotion at St Andrew’s Cathedral 
   19.00  Stations of the Cross 
EASTER SUNDAY 10.30  Easter Eucharist followed by Shared Lunch 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN QUESTIONS 

1. How many days are counted in lent? 
A. 30 
B. 40 
C. 46 

2. What colour is traditionally associated with the lent season? 
A. Green 
B. Purple 
C. White 

3. Which day of the week is NOT included in the lent season? 
A. Friday 
B. Saturday 
C. Sunday 

4. The main reason Christians give up coffee, chocolate or Facebook during 
lent is: 

A. Because they are bad for you 
B. To make space for Jesus 
C. To save money to donate 

5. Some Catholic countries give up eating what during lent? 
A. Meat 
B. Shellfish 
C. Chocolate 

6. Maundy Thursday or Holy Thursday commemorates what? 
A. Jesus trials 
B. The last supper 
C. Jesus’ execution  



7. What food is often eaten on Shrove Tuesday? 
A. Shroves 
B. Pancakes 
C. Bread and wine 

8. What is traditionally done on Ash Wednesday? 
A. A cricket match between Australia and England 
B. Clean out the chimney 
C. Put ashes on your forehead 

9. On Palm Sunday, Jesus rode into Jerusalem on what? 
A. A horse and cart 
B. The shoulders of his disciples 
C. A donkey 

10. What word is not meant to be said or sung during Lent? 
A. Alleluia 
B. Amen 
C. Jesus 

11. The Wednesday before Easter is called Holy Wednesday, but is also 
sometimes called: 

A. Easter Wednesday 
B. Spy Wednesday 
C. It doesn’t have another name 

ANSWERS: 

B – Jesus spent 40 days fasting and being tempted in the desert. 

B – Purple means both sorrow (because we do wrong) and royalty. 

C – Sunday, because the Lord’s day cannot be a day of fasting. 

B – to make space for Jesus 

B – Meat 

B – The Last Supper 

B – Pancakes. On Shrove Tuesday, people used up all their rich food (eggs, butter) 
to prepare for the limited meals and fasting during lent. ‘Shrive’ means to confess, 
they were encouraged to say sorry to God before the beginning of lent. 

C – Put ashes on your forehead. The ashes are often from the burnt remains of 
last year’s palm crosses. 

C – Donkeys were viewed as animals of peace while horses were viewed as 
animals of war. 

A – Alleluia. This exclamation of praise was not said so it would remain special 
and used to celebrate and praise God on Easter Sunday. 

B – Spy Wednesday, because Judas spied on Jesus and his disciples in the 
garden of Gethsemane. 

 



 

MY LIFE AS A ST JOHN’S CHORISTER 
BY BOB ALLAN 

 

Our grateful thanks to Bob for this very personal and inspirational account of his 

dedicated service to St John’s stretching (so far) over seventy five years.  Few 

choristers can boast of being in their eighth decade of choral service and counting 

yet continuing to make a highly important contribution to worship in St John’s.  To 

those of you who are looking for that little encouragement to join our choir, you 

need no further encouragement than that above. Speak to a chorister or organist, 

David Ferguson—add to the voices and start counting the years! 

I was born in Peterhead in November of 1933, 

and baptised in St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in 

the town, where my father, a devout Christian, 

was an active member of the vestry. 

Our family moved to Aberdeen in the 

Spring of 1942 – during World War Two – and 

so began my involvement with St. John’s, 

Aberdeen, with my father decreeing that I 

should become a choir boy here, to be followed 

in due course by my younger brother, Bill, who 

sadly, died earlier this year. My dad, in turn, 

took on the role of bell ringer at St. John’s for a 

considerable period of time, whilst my mum, 

who came from a Roman Catholic Family, 

spent much of her time behind the scenes 

turning out her three menfolk every Sunday. 

Life for me in St. John’s Choir began as an eight year old probationer, which 

meant being robed with a black cassock for a period of around six months in the 

first instance, after which I was admitted, along with the late David Pithie, as a full 

boy chorister, which brought with it a white surplice, plus a hard, white collar, 

complete with stud. The choir at that time was immensely strong and impressive, 

numbering at least twelve boys and eight men, with extra seating having to be 

added to the choir stalls on occasion to accommodate additional numbers. Note the 

absence of a female presence at this time; this was to come very much later. 



At this juncture, we were still blessed with the original Pipe Organ, long 

since gone, and my first choir master and organist was the legendary Arthur Pirie, 

a strict disciplinarian, who ran things in a very firm and crisp manner. The 

commitment demanded of the choir at that time, and indeed for the many years 

which followed, was attendance at the 11am Sunday morning service (sung 

Eucharist 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, matins on Sundays 2, 3 and 5), and 

the 6pm evening prayer service, to be preceded by a boys-only practice on Monday 

evenings, and a full choir practice on Thursday evenings. Choir members wishing 

to take communion were encouraged to do so at the earlier 8am or 9.30am services, 

rather than to disrupt the singing by leaving the choir stalls at 11am to do so. 

There were many highlights worthy of recollection during my time as a choir 

boy. For example, we were always expected to sing anthems and/or other choral 

works at special seasons of the year, such as Christmas, Eastertide, Harvest and so 

on. Apart from the weekly routine, some of us were selected/invited/volunteered 

to attend choir school events organised by the Royal School of Church Music, such 

as the one in which I participated with others from St. John’s in the church at New 

Pitsligo after the end of World War Two. St John’s was also, at one time, a regular 

participant in the Annual Diocesan Choral Festival, although we do not seem to 

have been involved in this in recent years. And during my boyhood, our choir 

regularly sang Christmas carols at the Aberdeen Railway Station Christmas Tree, 

with one occasion being especially memorable for me personally, when I was asked 

– or ordered, at the last minute, to sing my first boy’s solo, for which I was 

rewarded with half a crown (old money!!) from Mr. William Robertson, who for 

many years sat in the choir stall seat now occupied by me. 

One benefit for the boys was the existence of the Mitchell Fund for Choir 

Boys, which, as I recall it, enabled awards starting at £6 per annum and progressing 

with service to around £10 to be paid into bank accounts held by the Church 

Treasurer, and uplifted only when the voice broke and boys left the choir. A further 

benefit arose when, as often happened in those days, we were asked to sing at 

weddings; on those occasions the practice then was for the lead choir boy to receive 

a sum of money, usually from the best man, whereupon we all proceeded with haste 

to the local post office, then in Crown Street, to obtain the necessary change for a 

share out to be made. And a very welcome ‘perk’ occurred at the Annual Harvest 

Thanksgiving, when we formed an orderly line to enjoy the hand out of an orange 

- or apple - each. 



During my time as a boy chorister, St. John’s also ran, in parallel with the 

choir, a boy’s club, which provided us with a variety of outlets and activities, such 

as camping weekends and so on. And when we had grown out of that stage, there 

was a very active youth fellowship to become involved in. With the passage of 

time, the pattern at St. John’s became very much one of younger brothers following 

older brothers, and indeed sons following fathers, and in my case I was fortunate 

to be followed by my brother, and, very much later, by my grandson. 

In due time, I progressed to a spell as lead choir boy, and when my voice 

broke after 5/6 years in the boys choir, whilst I had always fancied myself as a 

tenor voice, I was persuaded to join the ranks of the bass/baritone section of the 

men’s choir. This would have been around 1947/48, and there I remain, although 

my service has been broken with gaps here and there. Amongst these was my 

National Service in the Royal Air Force during 1952/1954, although I was able to 

be at St. John’s on Sundays from time to time on weekend leave. My adult choir 

attendance also suffered quite significantly during my working life in the Scottish 

fishing industry (1962/1998), as I had to commit much time away from home in 

Europe and elsewhere, often unplanned and at weekends. 

Since passing out of the boys’ choir and into the ‘Back Row’ of the choir 

stalls, I have witnessed significant change at St. John’s, with the gradual, and 

eventual total disappearance of boy choristers. In point of fact, my recollection is 

that the last two choir boys at St. John’s were Alistair Allan, son of our former 

Rector, Archie Allan, and my eldest grandson, Gavin Crossan, son of my late 

daughter, Susan, and I still remember, with great affection, the Christmas carol 

service around 1988/89, when Gavin and I sang together the Page and King solo 

parts of the carol, ‘Good King Wenceslas’. A treasured memory indeed. 

The disappearance of boys however, saw the emergence, over the years, of 

a strong ladies choir of both soprano and alto voices, and, although we are at present 

a relatively small group led by our young organist, David Ferguson, himself a 

former St. John’s chorister and a very fine singer, I do hope and believe that we are 

doing all that we can to uphold the reputation of St. John’s as a place noted for the 

standard of its choral worship. 

One voice which remains sorely missed by us all in the present choir is that 

of our dear friend, Walter Walker, a pillar of St. John’s, who passed away in 2006, 

and who contributed the tenor dimension to our musical efforts. 



In my time of around seventy five years’ association with St. John’s choir, I 

have served , as I recall it, under no less than nine very talented organists/choir 

masters/musical directors, eight of whom have been men, with the exception to this 

male domination being the wonderful Lesley Milne. Moreover, I have seen service 

with six rectors, all of whom have, in different ways, left their influence on me, 

and their mark on the musical content at St. John’s. 

Finally, I would sum up my experience as a St. John’s chorister by saying 

that it has been, and remains a richly rewarding commitment and core element of 

my life, for as long as God may will it to be. 

And finally, finally, our existing small choir remains open for business, and 

ready to welcome new members; no waiting list and no audition!! 

Bob Allan 

In this photo below of St John’s Choir at the time of the centenary (1951), 

can you identify Bob?  



WHAT’S WRONG WITH CHURCH?  
 

This article was written by Paul Handley, Editor of the Church Tunes, as a response 

to the Report of the Archbishop’s Commission on the Organisation of the Church 

of England, otherwise known after its Chairman, the Bishop of Durham, as the 

Turnbull report. Mr. Handley’s basic contention is that for all its proposed radical 

reforms, the Commission has not quite grasped the real matters that need 

changing within the Church of England. He suggests that “members, and 

particularly semi-members, have their own shopping list of what’s wrong with the 

Church of England”. This is a selection from his shopping list:  

● Chasubles worn crooked  

● No chasubles worn at all  

● Worn chasubles  

● Inelegant modem language (“Lord be with you”, “And also with you”).  

● Incomprehensible and archaic language (“The Lord be with you”, “And 

with thy spirit”).  

● All those half-empty churches, which we have to pay for and ought to be 

closed down….. 

● Except mine.  

● Organists who play loud voluntaries when you’re trying to chat to 

someone after the service.  

● People who chat during organ voluntaries.  

● Politically correct but tasteless instant coffee with long-life milk in 

smoked-glass cups.  

● Parish lunches.  

● Parish lunches with rice salad on paper plates.  

● Parish lunches with rice salad on paper plates and coffee (see above).  

● Churchwardens who stand at the back and jangle the loose change in their 

pockets during the solemn bits of the service.  

● The Decade of Evangelism (whatever that is).  

● Leaders who have “lost their way”.  

● Leaders who know what everybody else’s way should be, in general and 

in particular.  

● People who think that being Christian means being nice.  

● People who know what being Christian means, but express it so nastily 

that you find yourself wondering if the Satanists hold any services nearby.  

● Brown shoes on the clergy.  

● Clergy in vestments who cross their legs.  

● Flames embroidered on to everything.  

● “Fellowship”.  

 
 Of course none of it would apply to the Scottish Episcopal Church, would it?  



ST MARGARET OF SCOTLAND SESQUICENTENARY 
DEDICATION FESTIVAL—8TH OCTOBER 2017 

It was with great pleasure that we accepted the invitation of Dean Emsley to 

join our daughter congregation in celebrating their 150th Anniversary of the 

founding by Fr John Comper, Rector of St John’s. Members of St John’s Choir 

joined the St Margaret’s Choir and we also provided a crucifer. We were able to 

witness the Baptism of a 10 day old boy and marvel at the wonderful work and 

witness of Comper, his followers and successors in maintaining a Christian 

presence in the Gallowgate. To sing hymns no longer in our hymn book was also a 

pleasure and none more so than the recessional hymn, O Happy Band of  Pilgrims, 

judiciously chosen because it was translated by John Mason Neale, co-founder of 

the Society of Saint Margaret, an order of women in the Church of 

England dedicated to nursing the sick. The Sisters were invited by JM Neale’s 

friend, Fr Comper, to establish a presence in Aberdeen and have supported the 

work of the church since 1863 in both St John’s and St Margaret’s. JM Neale’s 

other hymns include All Glory, Laud and Honour A Great and Mighty Wonder, O 

come, O come, Emmanuel and Of the Father's Heart Begotten. 

Following the service we were served a hearty lunch by the people of St 

Margaret’s and a number returned to St John’s to join in a cross led procession 

through the City Centre calling at St Nicholas Kirk to remember our shared heritage 

before returning to St Margaret’s for Evensong and Benediction sung by the 

Cathedral Choir. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Saint_Margaret
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Glory,_Laud_and_Honour
http://cyberhymnal.org/htm/g/r/greatami.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_come,_O_come,_Emmanuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/O_come,_O_come,_Emmanuel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Of_the_Father%27s_Heart_Begotten


GARDEN GROUP 
 

Spring is in the air and we will start the gardening in earnest during Lent. 

Give up the armchair and take a gardening tool in your hand! On all Fridays in Lent 

(except Good Friday) we will get into the church garden between 10.00 and 12 

Noon to clear away the old growth and make space for spring plants. Check with 

Tom first in case of inclement weather.  

RIP REVEREND CANON CHARLES YOUNG 
 

Charles, who died on 31st July 2017 aged 93, was very well known in St 

John’s around 65 years ago, and together with his brother, the late Ian Young, 

formed a very vigorous and active team in participating in life at St. John's. This 

was particularly so in leading activities for the youth of the Church such as 

camping. 

Charles retained his interest in St. John's after leaving this area, and indeed 

was in touch both at the time of our Rededication, after completion of the 

Restoration Project, and when we organised a Choir Reunion—unfortunately 

neither event was he able to attend. Canon Charles visited St. John's not all that 

long ago with Ian's Widow, Doreen, another long standing Member of St. John's, 

who is now at St. Mary's, Carden Place. Ian was a very fine Tenor Lead in our 

Choir for many years. 

 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS 
 

Congratulations to Mrs E. (Bette) Walker who celebrated her 90th Birthday 

in January. Although finding it hard to come to church these days, Bette 

occasionally attends with the help of family for transport. She keeps up a keen 

interest in the life of St John’s.  Bette’s late husband, Walter was Rector’s Warden 

for around 30 years and put in an enormous amount of time into the upkeep of St 

John’s. 

Bette moved into the Deeside Care Home last year. She has settled in very 

well and receives visits from members of the congregation as well as her family. 

Congratulations also to Audrey Masson who reached a significant milestone 

in December.  True to form, Audrey tried to keep this a low key event but the 

Tuesday Café supporters would not see this happen and they shared a lovely cake. 

  



 

PRACTISE RESURRECTION 
EAT TOGETHER 

 
This is a reflection from Julia Feder—a contributor to the Women In Theology 

blog—from Easter 2016. It is on the ordinary power of the common meal and 

resurrection appearances of Jesus in scripture. The original publication can be 

found here: https://womenintheology.org/2016/04/12/practice-resurrection-eat-

together/ 

In this Easter season we have been celebrating the resurrection—Jesus’s 

resurrection and our own.  We’ve been reading together the scriptures telling us the 

story of his death and stories dramatizing the discovery that death could not hold 

him, his tomb is empty, death has been emptied of its sting.  Perhaps this is enough 

to get the point—we wonder at the power of God who has raised Jesus from death 

into a new kind of life.  But, what does this have to do with the rest of us?  It might 

mean that I can look forward to the resurrection of my body after death as 

well.  This isn’t a bad idea, but still it seems to be unsatisfactory somehow—as if 

grace is something that we are only looking forward to in the future and can’t 

expect now in some form, however partial.  What does the resurrection mean for 

us, now, during the course of our earthly lives?  What does resurrection faith have 

to do with discipleship or transformation of the world?  Or, we could even ask the 

question a different way—what did Jesus’s resurrection have to do with his own 

life and mission while on earth?  Is it only that the really important stuff started 

with Good Friday? 

In many churches we’ve been praying with the memories of Jesus’s 

resurrection appearances at meals, in eating practices, in the midst of table 

fellowship.  Why a resurrection appearance at all?  What do these stories 

mean?  Why not end the gospels with the stories of the discovery of the empty 

tomb?  I think that these stories of recognition of the ongoing reality of the 

resurrection in the midst of everyday life—in eating meals, in preparing food, in 

trying to secure food—feel more powerful, important, and relevant to me than the 

drama of finding an empty tomb. 

Eating food together, table fellowship was really important to Jesus in his 

ministry.  It was at the table that Jesus could communicate what the kingdom of 

God looks like, what God’s desire for human communities is.  Jesus used the image 

of a table, a feast in his own preaching and parable-telling, comparing the kingdom 

of God to an extravagant wedding feast (Mt 22:1-14, Lk 14:15-24) or comparing 



himself to bread shared amongst his followers (Jn 6:32-59).  Jesus’s miracles 

involved feeding more than 5,000 people with an initial offering of food that was 

only able to feed 5 (Mt 14:13-21, Mk 6:30-44, Lk 9:10-17, Jn 6:1-15, cf. Mk 8:1-

21) and turning water into wine so that the wedding feast at Cana could continue 

with appropriate extravagance (Jn 2:1-12).  Jesus’s disciples indeed had a 

reputation for eating and drinking (Lk 5:33) and Jesus himself had a reputation for 

eating with those who others in his community would have shunned (Lk 5:27-

32).  And, as Christian tradition has it, Jesus spent his last night as a free man 

gathered with his friends for a meal and told them to keep his memory alive by 

continuing to gather together to eat.  This last element from the Jesus story—the 

practice of the early Christians to remember Jesus in a meal together—is so simple 

and yet so powerful.  Whether Jesus actually told his disciples to do this or not, and 

whether or not his last night of freedom was spent in this fashion may not matter 

as much as the reality that this is what early Christians told each other and wrote 

down: Jesus told us to do this.  Jesus wanted us to keep coming together to share a 

meal.  The death of our founder should not, cannot stop us.  We remember him, we 

honor him by continuing to eat together.  We make him present among us in and 

through our common meal.  We say “no” to those who wished to take away his 

power and our own by trying to kill him.  No.  At our table, Jesus’s mission 

continues, even after his death. 

When early Christians gathered together for worship they spent their time 

together praying and eating.  They called their table fellowship an “agape” meal (a 

love feast) since it functioned as an instantiation of the kingdom of God in their 

midst—this is what God’s transformation of the world through love does look like 

and will look like.  The early Christians considered those in their community their 

family members, even when they were not biologically related.  They called each 

other mother, brother, and sister and strove to live together in equality with no 

living patriarch, no ruler apart from God.  The common meal, at its best, was a 

dramatization of this heavenly vision.  And, when it became distorted (as it 

sometimes did) to reflect the social hierarchies of its time, Christian leaders strove 

to realign the meal practices more closely with these intentions. 

This practice of table fellowship that Jesus practiced and that Christians 

believe to be a critical component of discipleship even until today is what some 

might call “radical table fellowship”.  But I think this can make it sound a lot sexier, 

more dramatic, in-your-face compelling than it really is.  Rather than “radical table 

fellowship” I think it might be helpful to think about it as “persistent table 

fellowship.”  The Christian practice of table fellowship in the memory of Jesus is 



not always that exciting or immediately rewarding.  It is much like eating a home 

cooked dinner every night with small children. 

– – – 

I want to eat real food.  Food that I know where it has come from, how it has 

been prepared, and I want to have real relationships with those in my family.  This 

sounds wonderfully romantic.  You might imagine me in the kitchen with the 

garden’s bounty piled on my counters joyfully creating culinary masterpieces for 

my grateful children.  But the reality of trying to make this happen (more often than 

not) results in scene like this: dishes are pilled too high in the sink, food has been 

thrown all over the floor, one child is screaming, the other is crying, and my 

husband and I have stopped trying to talk to each other because we know there’s 

no way you’ll be able to hear each other, and it’s already about 20 minutes past 

bedtime.  And in the middle of this chaos, I say to myself, why am I doing this??  Is 

this worth it?  Wouldn’t it be easier to put them in front of the TV with a piece of 

pizza in one room watching cartoons while I sit in the other room, separately zoning 

out with a Diet Lime flavored Pepsi to the Real Housewives of New Jersey in the 

other?  Wouldn’t that be a lot more peaceful?  But then when you think about it, 

how you spend your days is how you spend your life.  Is that how I want to spend 

my life?  No.  I want to eat real food. I want to have real relationships with these 

people that I love.  I just sometimes wish I didn’t have to work so hard to make it 

happen.  Or even more precisely to the point, I sometimes wish that this project 

could be the kind of a thing I could write on a list and check it off after a designated, 

predictable amount of work.  But, no these are never-ending, unpredictable projects 

that involve a lot of surprise, boredom, work without apparent results and require 

from me long-term determination, creativity, and persistence.  Isn’t this also our 

experience with Christian community life?  Isn’t it often simultaneously messy, 

frustrating, and boring? 

And yet, some moments manage to shine with such brilliance that it is hard 

to look at them.  Some moments in family life are so beautiful that you look at the 

whole project and can’t help but think, this is the most wonderful, holy, important 

thing in the whole world.  Some moments in community life are the same 

way.  Last year I had a moment like this at church as we gathered for a 

potluck.  Everyone had placed their dishes on the long table in the fellowship room 

and gathered around for prayer before feasting.  I looked at the table filled with 

foods and could feel the weight of the extravagance—roasted meats, glazed 

vegetables, freshly baked breads, highlighted all the more by beautiful reading 

earlier that morning to the group gathered about the feast of wisdom with her 



roasted meats, fatty marrow, etc.  I looked around the room to see many friends—

those with whom I’ve experienced wonderfully joyful relationships, who I always 

feel blessed to be around; those who have brought me great pain or confusion and 

now (only by the grace of God) with whom I am now working on repairing 

relationship; those who annoy me or who I don’t understand but who I am trying 

to love anyway.  And I realized this gathering represents a real and beautiful love—

a kind of family love—where (as we know) joy, familiarity, annoyance, and hurt 

all mingle freely.  This is church.  Before we sat down to feast together we raised 

our voices in prayer to sing “Praise God from Whom”— a song that’s so familiar 

to us in our house that we often even find ourselves subconsciously singing the 

melody, but irreverently changing the words to fit whatever mundane parenting 

task is at hand: 

“Put on your socks because we are getting in the car. 

Put on your shoes, we are leaving right now. 

Put on your shoes, we are leaving right now. 

Put on your shoes. Put on your shoes 

Put on your shoes, or you’ll have a time out.” 

But my son can recognize the real words when he hears them.  Around the 

potluck table, I watched him perk up his ears to listen to the group singing, his eyes 

were open wide, and I saw him silently taking it in—these are my people.  “They 

are singing our song,” I knew he was thinking.  Or, maybe he realized we had been 

singing their song all along. 

A few days later I ask him about it.  I say do you remember when we were 

at the potluck and we sang “Praise God from Whom”?  And he asks me, in his 

high-pitched voice, “that’s their song too?” Yes, I say.  It is our song, all of us 

together. Every time I remember that moment, I recognize that God has been in my 

midst, in our midst from the beginning. 

One thing that I like so much about these resurrection appearance stories in 

the gospels is that Jesus is with the disciples before they recognize who he is 

(sometimes long before they recognize it is him).  And this doesn’t just happen 

once to those who love him, but over and over again.  The disciples realize it was 

Jesus on the shore all along.  The disciples realize it was Jesus on the road to 

Emmaus all along.  Mary Magdalene realizes it was Jesus who called out to her, 

not the gardener only after the fact.  We know about this kind of recognition—the 

kind where we realize at the 11th hour that this moment, this thing that has been 

going on in our midst is God among us.  Not some perfect thing in the future or in 

a perfect community somewhere else but this thing, right now, right here in my life 

https://youtu.be/dF42YQUoEqU


is bursting with the beauty of God. 

Maybe the predictable thing to do would be to try to encourage everyone 

right now not to miss out on these moments, to try harder to recognize them before 

they are gone, or at least before they are almost gone.  It’s tempting to say maybe 

we can do better than the disciples of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels, that these 

stories are written this way as cautionary tales to do better, try harder, to make it 

happen!  In other words, to recognize Jesus before he has to call out to us from the 

shore or to recognize him while still on the road to Emmaus. 

But I don’t think that’s the point here.  You can’t force recognition or even 

an openness to recognition of Jesus.  If we could, that would belie the miraculous 

quality of recognition, the way that we know and feel deeply that experiences of 

insight are more than simply subjective, more than simply us doing something. 

I think what we can do instead is be faithful—to practice faithfully these 

disciplines that we know can be holy, even (and especially) when we don’t feel 

their magic, their spark.  We can keep eating together and keep seeking 

opportunities to eat together with faithfulness and discipline. 

This might be a funny kind of discipline of faithfulness.  On the one hand, it 

might feel a little over the top.  It is discipline of extravagance, a discipline of 

feasting, a discipline of immersing the senses with food, drink, and 

conversation.  Yet on the other hand, we know this is one of the hardest things we 

can do.  It requires great endurance: endurance in the work of food production, 

endurance in the work of relationship, endurance in the work of imagination. 

What does Jesus’s resurrection mean for us?  What would it mean to 

practice resurrection with fidelity in our life together?   I think the early Christian 

community can guide us here in our answer—eat together.  Eat together with the 

conviction that we are family.  Eat together whenever we can.  Create more 

opportunities to eat together.  Create traditions that prioritize the common meal, 

uphold traditions that make the common meal the central event of worship, the 

event in which and through which we honor Jesus and make him present among 

us.  I don’t mean to reify any old Eucharistic practices, particularly those in which 

participants are hardly participatory (e.g., no means to express dissent within the 

bounds of the ritual itself, no opportunity to voice concerns or to make visible 

power differentials).  I mean to encourage real practices of eating together (whether 

Eucharistic or not): practices of eating together that we can be proud of, that we 

can stare in the face, that we can eat with the kind of fullness of pleasure that does 

not depend on ignorance, as Wendell Berry would say.  Practice resurrection. Eat 

together.  



LANGUAGE CAFÉ 
 

We are looking into the possibility of hosting a weekly Language Café in St John’s 

hall. Grampian Regional Equality Council, who oversees language café’s in 

Aberdeen explain what they are like this:  

Language Cafes are sessions which provide individuals whose first language is not 

English with an informal learning opportunity and a chance to practice speaking 

with others via semi-structured activities. Through the Language Cafe we aim to 

reach out to those who are isolated in the community or excluded and provide 

individuals with the opportunity to meet people in a friendly, relaxed environment. 

Language Cafés are a great way to get to know people from different cultures and 

are a lot of fun. It is also a wonderful way to introduce immigrants to the Scottish 

language and culture. Would you be interested in getting involved? Please contact 

Ruth at 01224 481014 or ruth.wivell@gmail.com  

 

 

QUARTERLY CLEAN-UP: The next quarterly hall clean up takes place on 

Tuesday 3rd of April between 9.30 and 12 Noon. It would be helpful if you brought 

your own cloths and dusters. 
FRIDAY MORNING PRAYER: Every Friday morning at 8.30, a group of up to 

10 hardy souls meet in St John’s for Morning Prayer. Afterwards, we head to Café 

Nero for fellowship and warmth. It is good to know that St John’s can sustain this 

service throughout the vacancy period through lay leadership.  
LENTEN LUNCHES AND STUDY SERIES: Once again, we will be holding Lenten 

lunches and study following the 11.00 service on all Sundays in Lent excluding 

Mothering Sunday and Palm Sunday. Starting on 18th February Rev. Kate 

Gibson will lead us in a study over a soup lunch, donations for which will go toward 

the Bishop’s annual appeal.  
BIBLE STUDY: The first meeting of 2018 took place on Thursday 18th January.  

We looked at the first twelve verses of the Acts of the Apostles discussing the role 

of the men in white and the Holy Spirit.  The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 

15th February. Subsequent meetings will normally be held on the third Thursday 

of each month either in St John’s or at the home of a member. We eat together 

at 7pm, and then we engage in study for around an hour. Look for the notice at the 

back of the church. Remember to bring your own Bible! 

K2 FELLOWSHIP: The K2 fellowship meet in our hall on the fourth Thursday 

of each month.  We start with a short act of worship in the church at 6.30 before 

heading into the hall for a meal. In recent months we have had good numbers 

attending the Christmas Party and Burns Supper.  

mailto:ruth.wivell@gmail.com


PANCAKE PARTY AND BEETLE DRIVE: This was a great success with a lot of 

laughs and fun. It was good to meet up with members of St James', Holburn 

Junction and St Mary's, Carden Place.  thanks to all who served up food, attended 

and donated prizes. We were able to raise £220. 

HOLY WEEK: On Maundy Thursday a Seder Meal will be held at 6.00pm 

followed by Holy Communion and the Stripping of the Altar. 

On Good Friday at 12 noon in St Andrew’s Cathedral, our new Bishop will lead 

us through the Three Hour Devotions. Later that day at 7.00pm, we will observe 

the Stations of the Cross in St John’s. 

Easter Day in St John’s will be celebrated with a single service starting at 10.30 

pm. A bring and share lunch will be served afterwards in the hall. 

FLOWER ROTA: The flower rota for 2018 still has a few spaces. If you would like 

to mark a special occasion, e.g. birthday, anniversary, please enter your name in 

the sheet at the back of the church and speak to Audrey, the flower arranger.  

GIFT DAY: A letter will soon go out to members and we can celebrate the 

continuing hospitality of St John’s on our annual Dedication Festival on Sunday 

6th May at which Bishop Anne Dyer will preside. Do come!   

ASCENSION DAY QUIZ: Here is good notice of our annual Ascension Day 

Evensong and Quiz Night on Thursday 18th May with the service at 6.30 pm.  

This worked very well last year and we hope to repeat the success. Teams of up 

to four members work best. Refreshments will be served.  
THANK YOU: A year or so ago, some damage to a shelf beside the front door 

done by an opportunistic thief. Peter Mantle has now put his practical skills to good 

use by replacing the damaged shelf and varnishing the new shelf until the colours 

match. Many thanks for this work that maintains the beauty of the church. 
ST JOHN’S AUTUMN FAIR: Our annual Autumn Fair was very successful;. Over 

£800 was raised on a busy morning. We had quite a lot of visitors.  Thanks very 

much to Audrey and the team of helpers. Thanks also to all who supported the 

event in many different ways. There were many prize winners so most of us went 

home happy. 

ST JOHN’S ABERDEEN HALL HIRE 

Want to hold a party in our excellent hall? 

Parties for up to seventy people can be accommodated. 

Please get in touch with Tom Ferguson (t_ferguson3@sky.com or 07960263920) 

to find out more. 

25% discounts for St John’s congregational members.  
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