
 

 
Come Holy Spirit—fill the hearts of your faithful  

and kindle them in the fire of your love 

PENTECOST 2018 



MIDWEEK 

SERVICES 

  SUNDAY WORSHIP @ ST JOHN’S  commences with Holy 
Communion using Scottish Liturgy 1970 at 9.30am every 
Sunday except on occasions when there is a single service 
at 10.30am. 

 

 

 

  
 

WEDNESDAY 

  
  

SUNG EUCHARIST @ 11AM is our choral worship which 
has been the choice of offering to God at St John’s from the 
beginning, reflected in art and architecture. Our liturgy, in 
word, music and style is both contemporary and traditional.  
The version of liturgy in regular use is a fine blend of 
Scottish Liturgy 1982 with Eucharistic Prayers from the 
Common Worship. The reason behind this blend is our call 
to radical hospitality, reconciliation and fellowship echoed in 
words of liturgy, preaching and prayers. We seek to offer our 
utmost for the highest and it is good that many have chosen 
to be part of this great adventure. 

7.30pm 
Taizé 

Eucharist 

  
  

FRIDAY 

  

8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

  
  
  

LITURGY is our outpouring of love to God in response to 
God’s love to us. It is the communal prayer in which we 
worship God in living and loving encounter. We affirm God is 
love and we are God’s children. We confess our failure to 
love God; and to love our neighbour as ourselves. We 
confess that we believe in one God, the maker of heaven 
and earth. This is a place of prayer for all people.  You are 
welcome! 

   
  

  

   TUESDAY: 10am St John’s Fair-trade Café in the Cheyne Lounge 

SERVICES ABOUT THE CITY 
 

TUES 11AM -- ST MARGARET’S, GALLOWGATE -- LOW MASS 
WED 10AM -- ST ANDREW’S CATHEDRAL, KING ST -- HOLY COMMUNION 

WED 10AM -- ST MARY’S, CARDEN PL -- HOLY COMMUNION 

 
CANDLE FUND: A BIG THANK YOU to all who very generously contribute 
towards the candle fund in kind and contributions.  Candles remind us of God’s 
presence and act as an offering up our prayers.  When words fail us and the 
heart seeks God’s presence, lighting a candle becomes our prayer. While you 
are encouraged to use votive candles for prayer, would you kindly consider 
sponsoring candles for a week. A donation of £10 would cover the cost.  



THE BISHOP WRITES 
 

One of the great joys of settling into the ministry of Bishop has been visiting 

St John’s and getting to know the congregation. I have been so delighted by your 

friendly welcome, but even more so by the supportive relationships that are evident 

among you. I have found Sunday worship with you faithful and prayerful, and the 

Wednesday Taizé service very moving indeed.  

I am very thankful to all in leadership, especially Tom Ferguson and the 

Vestry, for doing so much more than hold things together through this time when you 

have no Rector. 

I am now beginning to look ahead, and, with the Vestry, will be making plans 

for future stipendiary ministry at St John’s. 

I am sure that you are very grateful for the ministry that Revd Kate Gibson 

provides at St John’s. You will know that very many churches in this diocese do not 

have a priest, and so are not able to celebrate Holy Communion Sunday after Sunday 

as you are able to do. 

It is time to properly recognise the ministry that Kate provides, so I am 

appointing her as Chaplain to St John’s. Kate will continue to preside at the Sunday 

services and provide two days of pastoral ministry each week. In addition, she will be 

offer other occasional events related to the life of the church, in consultation with the 

Vestry. To authorise her for this ministry I will be giving her a Commission. (At 

present she holds a Warrant, which is usually given to those whose ministry is very 

occasional.) 

I ask you all to hold Kate in your prayers, as well as the Vestry as it works 

with me to look toward the future. 

Every blessing in Christ, Bishop Anne 

  



 

DOORS OPEN DAY 
We at St John’s have to work a little harder than many other churches in 

attracting visitors as it is not the easiest building to find! However, St John’s has 

attracted many people through its doors over the past 15 years in this annual event. 

We plan to open again on Saturday September 8th between 10.00am and 4.00pm. We 

require volunteers to act as stewards for two-hour blocks.  If you can help, please 

speak to Pat Foster. 

One of the biggest attractions is the wonderful arch mural of which little was 

known until recently. This is no longer true as the following article describes. 

 

 

ST JOHN’S ARCH MURAL 
Around the time of the 2004 Restoration, much research went into the story 

behind the arch mural which is one of the prominent features of St John’s.  

Details were hard to find and it took a lot of effort and energy to find out the story 

which is written below.  We are most grateful to Mr A. C. Stuart Donald, Diocesan 

Archivist for his efforts in producing the following article. 

Late in 1902, the Wardens of St John’s Church recommended the Vestry to 

install electric light in place of gas. This received general agreement, but threw up 

other measures that would have to be taken, to improve the appearance of the interior. 

Firstly, ugly gas pipes that had been installed over the chancel partially 

obscuring the great east window, would have to be removed and because the installed 

gas lighting has blackened the interior, the walls would need re-painting.  Mr 

Cumine, the Vestry Secretary, laid before the meeting held on 13th November 1902, 

offers by Mr Whyte and Mr Catto to clean and repaint the church, there being 

produced along with Mr Whyte’s offer, a coloured design of decoration proposed by 

his firm of interior decorators. After due consideration, this offer was accepted. Not 

only for the fact it was the lowest tender, but the Vestry highly approved Whyte’s 

design of decoration. 

Regrettably, Whyte’s, coloured decorations have perished in the mists of time, 

but it might be quite likely that he enlisted the help of his artist friend and colleague, 

James Hector, who by that time had a flourishing reputation for both landscape and 

portraiture.  His varied output to 1902 amounting to 27 paintings listed by Aberdeen 
Art Gallery as attributable to the artist is testament to his prolificacy. Hector worked 

from a studio at 26 Union Row during the first decade of the 20th century, and 

probably produced the mural after research into the subject and how ecclesiastical 

painters treated such thematic matter. The subject of the chancel arch decorative 

scheme is taken from the opening verses of the “Te Deum”.  The design takes the 

form of part of what is known in ecclesiastical terms as a “glory”. The perfect “glory” 



is composed of seven circles of angels surrounding “The Most High”, but here an 

attempt to suggest vast expanse is made by showing a segment of the “glory” with 

part of the three outer circles. The cherubim and seraphim are distinguishable among 

the angels while in the space above the main arch and serving as a frame of a more 

severe style of decoration are depicted five of the archangels – Michael being shown 

with the sword, and Gabriel with the annunciation lily. Below the choir of angels 

with their instruments, and separated by bands of rainbow-like cloud, come the next 

in order, the Apostles and Prophets and Martyrs, some of the latter offering their 

crowns. Underneath, and treated in a more realistic manner, are types of the ordinary 

dwellers on earth. The fishermen are seen drawing their nets, the shepherds tending 

their flocks, and the husbandman is shown with a scythe in his hand.  The general 

decorative scheme aims rather at colour effect than either at exact form or at the 

purely symbolic style usually associated with such decoration.  The picture is worked 

out in prismatic colouring, or as it is sometimes called, synthetic painting where 

harmony in the general affect and suggestion of the spirit of the subject are cleared 

rather than close adherence to the letter. At certain hours of the day, a crimson light 

thrown from the uppermost windows at either end of the church falls on the painted 

wall and greatly enhances the colour, producing an entirely accidental, undersigned 

effect - but a beautiful one. 

The painting above and around the chancel arch was completed in the mid-

Summer of 1903, and was finally seen unimpeded by the scaffolding. A commentator 

in the congregational magazine commented, “For boldness of design, wealth of 

detail, and devotional feeling, no less than for its admirable decorative qualities, we 

venture to think it will certainly bear the test of criticism as it will further enhance the 

reputation of the artist, Mr J. A. H. Hector.” 

There is no reference to the mural in any of St John’s Minute Books, or any 

likewise payment for, “this work of art” and so it may be deducted that the reason 

why the artists name was forgotten, was that he probably gifted the work to God’s 

Glory,  His glorious work, however, is not forgotten, and worshippers and visitors to 

St John’s, marvel at this artistic outpouring, possibly unique in Aberdeen.  As for 

James Alexander Hay Hector, he continued to paint, having no less than 24 paintings 

exhibited at the Royal Scottish Academy, and even two at the Royal Academy in 

London. Trained at Gray’s School of Art, he rose to becoming Principal Lecturer in 

Art at Aberdeen Training Centre in St Andrew’s Street.  He married Margaret 

Henderson, the family home being at 41 Salisbury Terrace in the city although the 

Dictionary of Scottish Art and Architecture states that the marriage broke down in 

1932. Their daughter, Gertrude, was a celebrated jewellery designer of the era.  James 

Hector died in an Aberdeen nursing home on 4th June 1940 aged 71 years and was 

cremated at Kaimhill Crematorium on 7th June 1940.  

NEXT ISSUE: Would you like to contribute an article, a reflection, some pictures, 
a notice, etc. for the next Tattler? Photos of events at St John’s are always 
gratefully received! Please send your contribution by 30th of July to Ruth Wivell 
ruth.wivell@gmail.com  



 

BISHOP ANNE’S VISITS: It was wonderful to welcome Bishop Anne on two 

occasions in recent months. On Wednesday of Holy Week, our new Bishop 

presided over Taize Eucharist. Around seventy people were in attendance. This 

was a very moving service. On 6th May Bishop Anne returned to celebrate our 

Gift Day with around sixty in the congregation and afterwards for lunch. The 

Bishop inspired is with her sermon giving ideas for practical action. The Bishop 

has accepted our invitation to be Patron of our proposed arts festival being a 

major part of the 2020 Tercentenary Celebrations. 

ASCENSION DAY EVENSONG AND QUIZ NIGHT: For the third successive 

year we held an Ascension Day Choral Evensong ably led by St John’s Choir 

who sang the canticles of Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis beautifully and excelled 

through singing of the powerful set Psalm for the Day Psalm 24 and S. S. 

Wesley’s sensitive and dignified ‘Lead me Lord’ as the set Anthem. Following on 

from this we held a Quiz Night which raised over £100.  Thanks to all who made it 

a splendid evening. 

THANK YOU: Thanks to all who contributed to our Gift Day in pledges of money 

and support through undertaking tasks. We are grateful to the generosity of the 

congregation in all its different forms.  The total raised to date is £3950. 

SITUATIONS VACANT: To keep St John’s functioning in all its ministries, 

volunteers are required to step forward into a number of roles. Can you help? 

Along with our annual gift day appeal, an appeal went out last month and has 

been at least partially successful. For example, people have volunteered to visit 

those unable to come to church, keep our gardens tidy, maintain properties, 

manage the website, form an art appreciation group to prepare for St John’s 

tercentenary in 2020 and help run the Tuesday morning café.  

More volunteers are required however for some of the above tasks as well as 

assist with catering after Taizé Worship and K2 meals. Please consider this 

appeal carefully and speak to a vestry member. 

THE GALLOWGATE FESTIVAL: For most of its 25 year existence, St John’s 

has supported and benefitted from the Gallowgate Festival run from St Margaret’s 

Church.  One of the big attractions is their beautiful garden but the church interior 

is also beautiful and the entertainment in the hall, very appealing. As always, the 

Festival takes place from 10.00am to 1.00pm on the first Saturday in August.  

This year this will be 4th August. Donations of ‘bric a brac’ and smaller items such 

as old jewellry are especially welcome for our stall as are volunteers to do a half-

hour stint. 

SUMMER CLEAN: Having missed the Spring Clean, the Summer clean up 

becomes doubly important. Can you help?  We meet on Tuesday 26th June, 

9.30am. Bring your own sponges and dusters if possible. 

  



THE STORY BEHIND THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

Anita Cathmoir tells us about the Paschal Candle.   

 

In St John’s, from Holy 

Saturday (Easter Eve) through to the 

last celebration of the Eucharist 

before Pentecost, the Paschal Candle 

was lit for every celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper.  The candle was 

moved from its usual position near 

the font at the back of the church and 

placed in a more prominent position 

at the chancel steps. 

The Paschal candle represents 

Christ, the Light of the World. 

The pure beeswax of which 

the candle represents the sinless 

Christ who was formed in the womb 

of His Mother. The wick signifies his 

humanity, the flame, his Divine 

Nature, both soul and body. 

Five grains of incense inserted 

into the candle in the form of a cross, 

recall the aromatic spices with which 

His Sacred Body was prepared for 

the tomb, and of the five wounds in 

His hands, feet and side (as indicated 

on St John’s font). 

During the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night, the priest carries the candle in 

procession into the dark church. We are grateful to Reverend Kate for reintroducing 

the Vigil Mass this year. A new fire symbolising our eternal life in Christ, is kindled, 

which lights the candle. The candle representing Christ himself, is blessed by the 

priest who then inscribes in it a cross, the first letters and last of the Greek alphabet, 

(Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end) and the current year as they say or 

sing the prayer: ‘Through his holy and glorious wounds, may Christ the Lord guard 

and preserve us, Amen’; then affixes the five grains of incense. 

  



ICONOGRAPHY IN ST JOHN’S 
 

Peter Mantle has a longstanding interest in iconography—the study of icons.  
Here he tells us more about the subject. We are grateful to Peter not only for this 
article but also for the care of our icons in St John’s including one which has now 
been mounted in the family area. At the north-east transept.   

         

An icon is an image, usually of a saint or Mary and the infant Jesus or of 

Christ as an adult. Icons have been used as part of worship, prayer and meditation 

since the beginning of the church.  It is believed that St Luke the Evangelist was one 

of the first painters of icons and religious art has been discovered in the catacombs of 

Rome.  

Icons have evolved into a specific art form that is used sometimes for 

contemplation and in worship, like in the Taizé Eucharist service held every 

Wednesday in St John’s. 

Icons can also be found in homes, hung in the corners of rooms, because this 

was where people thought the devil would be hiding. 

Some of our icons at St John’s of Christ crucified, Mary and baby Jesus, also 

of the entry into Jerusalem and Christ the Saviour with his arm around Abba Menas.  

Abba Menas was a centurion in Emperor Maximian’s Army who withdrew into the 

desert to preach to idolaters.  He is a national saint of Egypt. 

As you walk up the aisle of St John’s to receive communion or a blessing, you 

pass the nave altar where, at the foot of the steps, an icon of Christ on the cross is 

featured. This version is copied from the cross of San Damiano better known as the 

cross of St Francis of Assisi. The St John’s version differs from the original picture in 

that all the other figures have been removed to leave Christ revealed in an astonishing  



pose, which rather than expressing the passion and suffering of the crucifixion shows 

a different interpretation.  The figure of Christ is in a standing posture arms 

outstretched suggesting perhaps an invitation to, “Look at my hands and feet.”  

Again it is possible to envisage a resurrected 

Christ offering an embrace of love and serenity as He 

says, “Peace be with you.” However, the scripture I 

like best is from Matthew Chapter 11 vs 28-30, 

“Come unto me all you that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest.  Take 

my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

So perhaps, the yoke of Christ is not a heavyweight to 

bear, but to be wrapped up in the unconditional love of 

our Saviour, and to be held and supported in our daily 

lives.  

To sum up, I think icons and religious art can be a stimulus for mind, body and 

soul, a source of wonder as we gaze on the image of Christ; an image that strengthens 

us and reminds us He is with us always and forever. Thanks be to God. 

                 

 

WELCOME LAUREN 
During the month of June, Lauren Morry, a Canadian Post-Graduate Anthropology 

student from Cambridge University will be visiting St John’s between 22nd June and 

5th July.  She is investigating the relationship between St John’s and our Muslim 
neighbours.  Her research builds on the work of the Reverend Professor Chris 

Brittain, who is well known to us in St John’s and currently Dean of Divinity at the 

University of Toronto. While in Aberdeen, Lauren intends attending services and 

other events in both St John’s and the Mosque. Please make her feel welcome and 

share your views.  



 

         

Alfie Pratt was baptised on Saturday 24th March. A large number of family and 

friends including a lot of children were present on what was a very happy 

occasion. The photo below shows the Reverend Kate holding a most co-

operative young Alfie at our wonderful font.  We welcome Alfie into God’s family. 

The accompanying photographs pay tribute to the hard work of the flower team.  

Many thanks to those who contributed both financially and with arranging talents 

to the displays. Creativity was in abundance in our Easter celebrations. 

  



 

ST JOHN’S DIARY 
 

DATE All services and events are at St John’s 

unless stated otherwise 

POINT OF CONTACT 

MAY 

Tu 29 

10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 30 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 30 7.30pm-Taize  

JUNE 

Fr 1 

8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP 4 

Su 3 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 3 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 5 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 6 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 6 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 8 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP 5 

Su 10 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 10 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 12 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 13 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 13 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 15 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP 6 

Su 17 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 17 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 19 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 20 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 20 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 22 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP 7 

Su 24 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 24 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 26 9.30am-12noon-Hall cleaning Tom Ferguson 

07960 263920 

Tu 26 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge Audrey Masson 

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net


at St John’s audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 27 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 27 7.30pm-Taize and BBQ Tony Broderick 

Fr 29 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

JULY 

PROP 8 

Su 1 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 1 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 3 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 4 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 4 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 6 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 7 10am-St John’s Walkers Tom Ferguson 

PROP 9 

Su 8 

9.30am-SEA SUNDAY Holy Communion  

Su 8 11am-SEA SUNDAY Sung Eucharist  

Tu 10 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 11 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 11 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 13 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP10 

Su 15 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 15 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 17 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 18 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 18 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 20 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP11 

Su 22 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 22 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 24 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 25 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 25 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 27 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP12 

Su 29 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 29 11am-Sung Eucharist  

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net


AUG 

Tu 31 

10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 1 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 1 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 3 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 4 25th Gallowgate Festival at St Margaret’s Tom Ferguson 

PROP13 

Su 5 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 5 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 7 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 8 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 8 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 10 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 11 12noon-Pennan Day Out Tony Broderick 

PROP14 

Su 12 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 12 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 14 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 15 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 15 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 17 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 18 10am-St John’s Walkers Tom Ferguson 

PROP17 

Su 19 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 19 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 21 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 22 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 22 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 24 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 25 2pm-Garden Party at Rectory  

PROP18 

Su 26 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 26 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 28 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 29 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 29 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net


Fr 31 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

 

SEPT 

PROP19 

Su 2 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 2 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 4 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 5 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 5 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 7 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP20 

Su 9 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 9 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 11 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 12 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 12 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 14 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 15 10am-4pm-Doors Open Day Pat Foster 

PROP21 

Su 16 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 16 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 18 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 19 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 19 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 21 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP22 

Su 23 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 23 11am-Sung Eucharist  

Tu 25 10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 26 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and 

St Andrew’s Cathedral 

 

We 26 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 28 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

PROP23 

Su 30 

9.30am-Holy Communion  

Su 30 11am-Sung Eucharist  

OCT 

Tu 2 

10am-Fair Trade Café in Cheyne Lounge 

at St John’s 

Audrey Masson 

audrey.masson@virgin.net 

We 3 10am-Holy Communion at St Mary’s and  

mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net
mailto:audrey.masson@virgin.net


St Andrew’s Cathedral 

We 3 7.30pm-Taize Tony Broderick 

Fr 5 8.30am-Morning Prayer Audrey Masson 

Sa 6 10am-Decorate church for Harvest Festival Audrey Masson 

PROP24 

Su 7 

10.30am-Sung Eucharist for  

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD  Sat 27 October 10am Autumn Fair 

Fri 2 Nov  11am All Souls Eucharist 

Sun 11 Nov Centenary of Armistice 

Sun 18 Nov  10.30am-Combined Eucharist and AGM 

 

K2 MEALS AND PIZZA+FILM NIGHTS: Please keep your eye on the 

noticeboard at the back of the church for dates for these events, or contact Tony 

Broderick for more information—07828 821869  tonybroderick@gmail.com 

 

FOR PASTORAL MATTERS AT ST JOHN’S: Kate Gibson—01224 611806 or 

07775 244640  ecscanair@gmail.com  

PEOPLE’S WARDEN: Tom Ferguson--01224 873519  t_ferguson3@sky.com 

 
 
 

FAREWELL TO LORNA 
Lorna and Tom arrived in Aberdeen in 

2009 and soon found St John’s and 

without hesitation settled into the life of 

the congregation. Definitely from the 

Martha branch of God’s people, Lorna 

put so much energy into the life and 

work of St John’s. She made her mark 

in so many ways: children’s ministry, 

reader, intercessor, Tuesday café 

supervisor, parish visitor, Pewspaper 

organiser, walker and a most competent 

Girl Friday for Christ. The 

conversations between herself and Tom 

at Study Group meetings were worth 

the attending if only for the entertainment value. After Tom’s passing and her son-in-

law soon afterwards, Lorna simply threw herself into what had to be done.  This 

included the huge task of yet another big move. Lorna’s last Sunday with us was 29th 

April. We hope Lorna gets some rest but knowing the person she is, it won’t last! 

mailto:ecscanair@gmail.com
mailto:t_ferguson3@sky.com


 

       

Pentecost was a very special occasion.  The church was decorated with the 

wonderful red altar frontal complemented by lovely flower arrangements, red 

helium filled balloons symbolising the flames of th e Holy Spirit, and many people 

wore or carried something red.  A Pentecost prayer tree was arranged on the font 

and Sarah-Jane, as intercessor, invited those present to write a prayer on a dove 

card to decorate the tree. As if that wasn’t enough Reverend Kate provided a 

cake which made the after-service refreshments extra special.  



HOPE 
 
Under a pile of rocks 

a speck has blown. 

 

It falls deep into the darkness. 

Weight and dark press down. 

 

The speck has life 

but the light is very distant. 

 

Water seeps between the cracks, 

freezes and thaws season by season 

 

Warmth, intermittent in its diurnal rhythm 

is enough. 

 

Time passes. 

 

Unnoticed a green spike 

pushes a way between the rocks 

 

which will become its anchor, 

decades later, 

when storm and gale 

rock it to its roots. 

Sarah-Jane Toleman 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUMMER DAYS HOME AND AWAY 
In keeping with past practice, we plan to have an away day in Pennan on 

Saturday 11th August. If the weather is favourable, we will hold a Eucharist on 

the Beach followed by refreshments. We would leave St John’s at 10.30 for s 

Noon Service and return early evening. Offers of transport will be most welcome. 

On Saturday 25th August we will hold an Afternoon Tea and picnic at St 

John’s Rectory. This is less weather dependent although always nicer to use the 

garden. The event starts at 2.00pm and will last until 5.00pm. It is hoped as many 

members and friends will manage either or both of the above events. 

Contributions of seasonal fare will be greatly appreciated.  



RESURRECTION SUNDAY 
 
With dusty wings, surely it’s a moth, this creature fluttering through the sanctuary. 

It dances about the priest speaking of Mary and the empty tomb in the new garden. 

Speaking of Mary and the empty tomb, she thought the man outside was the gardener. 

  

I can’t take my eyes off this moth flicking from window to wall and back again, 

and I wonder if it’s come from that cupboard by the organ, and why 

it won’t return to its darkness. And about that gardener, were his hands dirty? 

  

Things could all just stop with the thought that all has gone to hell in a handcart 

–and back–that all has been lost–and gained again. But then what? We just rest in a cave 

or a cupboard until it all passes for good? This life, this world, this garden, gone. 

  

Behind me, they murmur about a butterfly. Of course! A butterfly–not a moth– 

now flits its way around the stone walls to the door. An arrow of light 

directing the way, flickering with each passing pedestrian, is the world’s welcome dance. 

  

Out there–and in here too–the gardeners are bringing about the world again. 

And out there–and in my heart too–are the men placing stone upon hostile stone. 

But all I can do is follow that butterfly through the narrow gap. Out to help the gardener. 

 
Ruth Wivell 

__________________________________________________ 
 

CATHEDRAL NEWS 
 
David Ferguson performed a 

recital of English Choral Music on 

Saturday 26th may as part of the 

Cathedral at Noon series. A good number 

of St John’s people were in attendance to 

support him as he sang a variety of 20th 

Century choral classics from Finzi, 

Vaughn-Williams, Head and Warlock, 

the last mentioned requiring a prop (see 

photograph) provided by accompanist par 

excellence and friend, Gordon Cooper.  

The weekly half-hour recitals and concerts at Saturday Noon are a regular 

feature of Cathedral Life and worth attending. Lunch follows each event. 

  



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN INCLUSIVE CHURCH? 

St John’s would like to describe itself as an inclusive church but what does this 
mean and are there any difficulties? 
Firstly and least controversially, a church should be physically accessible to all. St 
John’s is fortunate in that our worship space is largely step free being at street 
level so that wheelchair access is unimpeded in the nave area. The presence of 
two steps allows most people access to the high altar rail.  On the other hand, 
there is no disabled toilet accessible from this area and legislation determines 
that the long-awaited link-corridor (cloister) development would require a disabled 
toilet to be constructed at floor level as one leaves by the south west door out into 
the garden.Our hall is step free apart from the steps leading through the afore-
mentioned link corridor but the development plan includes a stair lift.  Meanwhile 
wheelchair users have to leave the church and go down the side lane. The hall is 
accessible is entirely accessible for all, including toilets. There is even a separate 
disabled toilet. 
St John’s has recently restored the ‘T’ Loop system that allows an enhanced 
hearing quality for users of hearing aids. Feedback from users is welcomed.  
While all other points of the church (e.g. lectern, nave altar and pulpit) can be 
wired up for standing microphones, the high altar requires the use of a radio 
microphone. 
Our Eucharistic services come with large print editions for the visually impaired 
but is the lighting in the nave area of the church strong enough when compared 
to the chancel? 
So far, seven out of ten maybe but could do better.  What is stopping us doing 
better is obviously the money. 
That’s the easy bit – now what about the people themselves? We like to think we 
are both welcoming and discerning in knowing when to approach and when to 
give people space so how well do we welcome the stranger? An inclusive church 
does not label or prejudge. An inclusive church not only approves but celebrates 
diversity in all its forms be they on grounds of age, class, culture, disability, 
ethnicity, gender, personality or sexual orientation. Those of us who grew up in a 
politically incorrect age with negative role models and who laughed at the …ist 
jokes can feel challenged by the Equality Act and its implications but if we are in 
any doubt then we should turn to the Bible for guidance. 
Jesus commands us to love one another as He loves us (John 13:34). If God is 
impartial and loves us with impartiality, then we need to love others with that 
same high standard. Jesus teaches in Matthew 25 that whatever we do to the 
least of His brothers, we do to Him. If we treat a person with contempt, we are 
mistreating a person created in God’s image; we are hurting somebody whom 
God loves and for whom Jesus died. 
The final point relates to the inclusivity of the Eucharist.  We practise open 
communion allowing all baptised Christians access to the Body and Blood of our 
Saviour. That raises the fear that partakers are not entirely sure of what they are 
doing. 
The following article takes a more cautious perspective. Should we perhaps, 
place a warning with the invitation? 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.34
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025


THE EUCHARIST IS A DANGEROUS THING 

This article by The Rev Markus Dunzkofer, rector at St John’s on Pinces Street in 
Edinburgh was first published on Pisky Scot, 25th March, 2018 and is republished with 
the author’s consent.   
 
The Eucharist is a dangerous thing. I hadn’t quite realised how dangerous, even 
though I had read Sara Miles’ ‘Take this Bread,’ in which she described how the 
Eucharist converted her from being an unbeliever to being a follower of Jesus. But 
that was in a book some time ago, in a galaxy far away, in San Francisco to be more 
precise. 
So, I can easily dismiss Sara’s insights as irrelevant. I am among the first to join the 
many in the church who have been domesticating the central act of our Christian 
identity ever since the Day of Easter. And in more recent years, we have been so 
concerned with being inclusive, with making sure everybody can claim her/his rightful 
place at the table, that many have forgotten that when we break the bread and share 
the cup we are playing with fire, divine fire, a fire that is too powerful and forceful for 
us to restrain, too mighty and awesome for us to control. It really is true: the Eucharist 
is a dangerous thing. 
It is dangerous, because the Eucharist does not just kindle us with the fire of God’s 
love, it sets us ablaze with divine fire that is all-encompassing and touching every 
fibre of our being. God might prevent this fire from consuming us (“Nec tamen 
consumebator”), but it changes us, changes us profoundly and to the core as it burns 
away fear, impurities, complacency, mediocrity and indifference towards God’s 
Sovereignty and towards the people God calls us to serve. Sara Miles is on to 
something when she subtitled her book ’A Radical Conversion.’ 
I had an experience recently that reminded me once again how dangerous the 
Eucharist can be. 
It had all started in the evening of 27th February. There is a supermarket on 
Shandwick Place in Edinburgh’s West End, which I frequent regularly. On my way 
from work that night I decided to grab a few quick items, when I encountered two men 
sitting about 25 yards apart from each other, wrapped in a few flimsy blankets and 
wearing some woollen second-, or third-, or fourth-hand hats. For most people they 
were invisible as they cowered on the pavement a few feet below most people’s eye 
level – they were easy to ignore. 
My previous charge in Vancouver, BC had taught me well, though: even if you can’t or 
won’t give money, at least acknowledge the person in front of you. Because this is 
what and who they are: a person, a child of God. 
So, I said hello and apologised that I didn’t have any spare change. But as I was 
doing my shopping, my mind couldn’t let go of their freezing faces and their shivering 
statues. So I did what I do every so often: I bought two gift cards from said 
supermarket and gave it to the two men. 
That was me done, wasn’t it? I was so proud of myself and even kept reciting 
Matthew 25 to myself: “When have we seen you naked or hungry or alone, Lord?” 
Well, just now. And I did clothe you, fed you, and visited you, Lord, right? With a quick 
hand-out of a supermarket gift-card… 
I walked home satisfied… 
But the Scripture had stirred me, and had stirred me in an uncomfortable way. It might 
have even condemned me… but I would have none of it! 



The next morning (it was the last day of February), I went to work. Forgotten were my 
self-doubts. I had successfully pushed them aside. And yet the Beast from the East 
was already beginning to impact life with its horrid cold and severe snowstorm. I was, 
however, blind to what happened around me, preoccupied with the plans for the day. 
At 10:58am I walked into our chapel for the Wednesday morning Eucharist. There 
were about ten other folk. I sat quietly in a chair towards the back and took out my 
Eastern Church prayer beads, a tangible reminder of God’s presence and providence. 
Little did I realise that this might have been akin to gathering the wood that would fuel 
the fire… 
My colleague Eileen started the service: “Grace and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Now the kindling was put in place. 
“Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open…” Did I hear flintstones crashing against 
each other? And why all of a sudden was I thinking about those two homeless guys 
from last night again? 
“Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: ‘Hear o Israel!’” Some 
sparks had set some of the kindling on fire. Was the blowing I heard the cold wind 
howling around St John’s? Or was it the Spirit of God fanning a flame? 
By the time we got to the intercessions the images from my walk to church had 
started to connect with my heart and soul: homeless folk freezing in the cold; shops 
closing; bus-services being suspended; schools locked up; red weather alerts flashing 
on TV-screens… And all I could think was: “We need to do something!” 
When during the intercessions we were invited to pray for those affected by the harsh 
weather, the fire finally burst forth brightly and noisily. And it engulfed me with its 
flames. All of a sudden my pondering turned into resolution. In an instant the words in 
my heart, in my prayer had changed from “we need to do something” to “I can do 
something. Indeed I can.” 
I sprang up from my chair in the midst of the Eucharist and quickly walked to the 
office. There I called George Fyvie, our business manager and said: “If I decide to 
keep the church open overnight until further notice, would some of our vergers be 
able to staff this by putting in extra shifts?” There was no hesitation on the other end 
of the line. George was brilliant! Within minutes I had the answer I had hoped for. 
Yes, there were staff available. I then emailed the members of vestry informing them 
of my decision (including paying the staff). If they had any problems with my unilateral 
decision-making, I asked them to tell me then and there. Every single member of 
vestry was more than supportive. They were enthusiastic. 
And this is how it started….. 
We stayed open for eight days and nights continuously. There were about 1500 
contacts with people during that time and about 30-40 people stayed with us, sleeping 
on our pews and making St John’s their home for this period. Yes, we did have 
stranded tourists and a stranded student, too. But an overwhelming majority were folk 
sleeping rough. And more than one of them said that we saved lives during that time. 
Yes, there was tons of help from inside St John’s and from the community around us. 
Local businesses were amazing. Individuals delivered food, clothing, and other 
essentials. Even some local and national politicians (including the Scottish Housing 
Minister) helped out. 
Yes, a social enterprise which runs a security firm and which will hire space at St 
John’s at the end of next month, provided us with a staff member on an on-going 
basis (for which we paid too). But at any given time, about four times as many of their 
staff volunteered, turning St John’s into one of the safest spaces in the city and 



making sure that drugs and alcohol did not become too much of a problem. 
Yes, the Revd Dr Stephen Holmes, our Associate Rector, and our staff went beyond 
the call of duty. 
Yes, our business manager was a star as he organised volunteers, staff, and 
supplies. We could not have done this without him, as he became the heart and soul 
of the operation! 
Yes, there are resources unique to St John’s that allowed us to offer hospitality for 
over 180 hours continuously (not the least our staffing levels and our geographic 
location). 
But at the heart of it all, the divine fire kindled at the Eucharist burned brightly and in 
surprising ways. And it still does. 
I believe the divine fire not only change me during this experience. It took hold of St 
John’s congregation, too: On Sunday, 4th of March, we continued to stay open. We 
celebrated Eucharist on this day in the midst of unfamiliar sounds and sights and 
smells. Some folk joined us. Others observed. And many a conversation about God, 
the church, and life was had afterwards. That Sunday made real what we proclaimed. 
It incarnated our faith in a new, unfamiliar, and even uncomfortable way. The divine 
fire started to melt the ice around our hearts, pierced the darkness of souls, and 
burned away the blinkers that prevented us from seeing the image of Christ in all 
those who had come, whoever they were and wherever they had come from. And 
God only knows what the fire will do as it continues to smoulder away our 
imperfections, assumptions, arrogances, and listlessness. I trust it is waiting for an 
opportune time (most like inopportune for us!) to burst forth again in new death-
destroying and life-giving ways, not just for those sleeping rough, but also for us too. 
The Eucharist is a dangerous thing indeed. 
Theophilus Yalley-Ogunro, a member of St John’s, summed up our experience thus: 
“We are doing this because we must.” 
We must, because we are God’s way to alleviate pain and suffering. And in the 
process we might just find healing for our souls, too. It is not about ministry to some 
disenfranchised folk, who are alien, strange, and scary to us. It is most definitely not 
one-way charity either. It is an exercise of the Christian ministry of hospitality, which 
changes both host and guest and reverses rolls constantly. It was ministry with 
people, who are not so strange anymore, as we engaged with them and they 
engaged with us. 
Hospitality is a Christian virtue. It is a way of caring for all God’s children, as we 
welcome friends and strangers alike. It is a central practice of faith that is done for its 
own sake, not as a means to recruit new members or look good in the eyes of society. 
Christians welcome whoever we encounter, as we ourselves have been welcomed 
into God through the love of Jesus Christ. There is no judgment of the “other” in the 
Christian practice of hospitality. Hospitality also overcomes fear and isolation for 
everybody involved. Through hospitality God reveals to us how God’s Spirit is working 
in surprising ways beyond our self-imposed limits. 
Through the divine fire unleashed in the Eucharist, we here at St John’s are now 
learning what this all means for us not just in theory, but also in practical ways. 
Yes, the Eucharist is a dangerous thing – but only if we are content with the way 
things are and with the way the powers of this world run the show. 
The Eucharist is a dangerous thing – Sae let the Lord be thankit.  

  



 

ST JOHN’S WALKERS  
 

 

With the passing of the “Beast from the 

East” storms, we have had some 

wonderful walks to celebrate a lovely 

late spring. Starting with an Easter Egg 

roll up Scolty Hill near Banchory on 

Easter Monday using beautifully acrylic 

painted eggs from Shona, we had a cool 

but fun day out. The April Walk was 

along the lower stretches of the Don 

starting at Persely Walled Garden and 

finishing at the Brig O’ Balgownie, there 

were many highlights.  We took a 

packed lunch and ate it by a new 

Archimedes Screw Community hydro 

powered turbine in Tillydrone which we 

were able to gain access to with a tour.  

The May walk was around Loch Kinord 

near Dinnet and up the Burn O’ Vat in a 

glorious Summer Day while most of 

Deeside was watching the Royal Wedding. 

The most recent June walk was to Troup Head near Pennan 

Thanks to Trevor Donaldson for adding an ornithological dimension to 

these walks.  

Future walks are planned for Saturdays 7th July (Clachnaben) and 

18th August (Angus Coastal Walk). Ask Trevor or Tom for details.  

 



 

 

    

 

 


