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Venite Adoremus - Come Let Us Worship!
Words embossed on St John’s Church bell

Services at St John’s

Sunday
 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Scottish Liturgy 1970 
   (except on occasions)
 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist - Scottish Liturgy 1982

Wednesday
 7.30 p.m. Taizé Eucharist

Friday
 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m. we hold a Fairtrade Cafe in the Cheyne 
Lounge at St John's

The Holy Communion at 9.30am commences our Sunday worship at St 
John's using the Scottish Liturgy 1970, every Sunday except on occasions.

The Sung Eucharist at 11.00am is our choral worship which has been the 
choice of offering to God at St John’s from the beginning, reflected in art and 
architecture. Our liturgy in word, music and style is both contemporary and 
traditional making use of seasonal variations of the 1982 Scottish Liturgy.

Liturgy is our outpouring of love to God in response to God’s love to us. It is 
the communal prayer in which we worship God in living and loving encounter. 
We affirm God is love and we are God’s children. We confess our failure to love 
God; and to love our neighbour as ourselves. We confess that we believe in one 
God, the maker of heaven and earth.

This is a place of prayer for all people. You are welcome!

Services around the city -
Tues 11am -- St Margaret’s, Gallowgate -- Low Mass
Wed 10am -- St Andrew’s Cathedral, King St -- Holy Communion
Wed 10am -- St Mary’s, Carden Pl -- Holy Communion
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 Warden's Letter
Writing this in mid-February, I feel a 
real positivity. The days are stretching 
at both ends, there is a touch of Spring 
in the air, snowdrops are out and even 
the crocuses are thinking about making 
an appearance. There has been a lot of 
sunshine recently and temperatures 
have even reached double figures. I 
am optimistic there will be no repeat 
of last year’s “Beast from the East” 
during March but readers can correct 
me if they must.  Nature has this way of 
diverting one’s thoughts away from the 
uncertainties of the political situation 
we find ourselves in if only for a short 
time.

Similarly in church the sunlight pouring 
in during services is a real spirit boost. 
I confess that, in recent weeks I have 
started each service in downbeat 
mood, reflecting on the faithful few 
in church. Fortunately, it doesn’t last 
long.  A combination of uplifting music 
in hymns and liturgy, inspirational 
readings, meaningful prayers and 
challenging words from the pulpit 
turn my mood into upbeat mode. All 
in a most beautiful setting with floral 
decoration with touching scents, even 
the harshest self-critic can change their 
view from ‘glass half-empty’ to ‘glass 

half-full’. By the end of the service, I am 
ready to connect with all around me, 
including those who I did not see at the 
start of the service because my eyes did 
not want to see them. This is indicative 
of a downbeat view of life that we can 
easily slip into. Without having to don 
rose-tinted glasses (what Aberdonian 
ever did?) we can quite easily celebrate 
the blessings of worship no matter how 
many are around us. Quality counts 
and it is wonderful to socialise after the 
service because it is the individual who 
matters and not the numbers. It has 
worked for me every time this month.

During March, we enter Lent and try to 
make more time in our lives for God.  I 
have always found this difficult as work 
commitments have been heavy but 
just a bit more engagement and effort 
seem to help.  As always I look forward 
to our excellent Lenten Lunches with a 
themed activity (see below) and Holy 
Week this year in St John’s looks like 
being extra special.  I will be trying to 
‘raise my game’ this Lent.  Please join 
me. Easter celebrations will become so 
much more poignant if we do.
Best wishes for a holy and happy Lent 
and a wonderful Easter celebration.
Tom
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Introducing Matt Haigh

A Note from Tom: 
Matt was elected on to St John's 
Vestry at the 2018 AGM. At St John's 
he has joined the serving team and has 
taken on the lead role in preparing the 
Tattler for Publication. Welcome!

Matt writes:
Thanks Tom, and thank you to 
everyone at St John's. If you will 
indulge me I will take the chance to 
write a bit about myself, in the hope 
that you can all get to know me a bit 
better.

We all have 'ups and downs' in our 
faith, and I have experienced my share 
in the past few years. I would like to 
share some thoughts about how I have 
tried to address this in my life, and how 
St John's has been a big help to me.

I have been attending St John's on 
and off for the past five years. Many 
of you might not realise it has been 
that long, as during my engineering 
apprenticeship I worked across the 
UK. A fantastic experience, but one 
that made regular church attendance 
a challenge! Now that it is completed, 
it makes it easier for me to attend 
more regularly. This is allowing me 

to get more involved in this fantastic 
community of people.

During my time travelling on my 
apprenticeship I began to feel detached 
and distant from God. I was spending 
more time away from Aberdeen than 
within it, and it was hard for me to 
make real connections when only in 
a place for a few weeks at a time. I 
struggled with my faith through this 
time, and I made a mistake which I 
think is easy to fall into - I spent energy 
blaming myself for the problem rather 
than trying to do something about it.

I have the privilege of being a youth 
leader at the annual Provincial Youth 
Camp at Glenalmond. It is an event 
which usually gives me a a huge 
spiritual 'boost', but in 2018 after years 
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of travelling, I felt that missing.

I knew at that point I needed to do 
something different and try to fix it! 
I had let the hustle and bustle of my 
life get in the way of making time for 
God. The irony being that God and the 
church were probably the best suited to 
help me with this.

Since I left my family home in 
Livingston aged 18, I had never really 
whole heartedly adopted a new church 
community. Lucky to have lived my 
entire childhood within the same 
congregation at St Mary's Dalmahoy, 
I needed to reset and make home 
somewhere new.

Since then I have really made the effort 
to throw myself into life at St John's, 
and  it has been greatly rewarding.  
Despite a distance of over 100 miles, 
and nearly a decade of my life, I feel the 
same things here that I did growing up 
in the church back home.  Fellowship, 
community, welcoming, caring, love.

An important realisation came a few 
months ago: the moments when I was 
sad about being distant from God, were 
God tapping me on the shoulder letting 
me know that he was actually right 
there, and that I simply needed to turn 
back towards him.

On the day that I write this, we heard in 
the Gospel of Luke that -

"For the measure you use, it will be 
measured to you". 

The context is perhaps a little different, 
but I do feel that the message 
resonates. I would never have received 
so much from St John's if I hadn't 
taken the step of pushing myself to get 
more involved and give more of myself.  
Thank you to those of you that helped 
and encouraged me to do it.

Life is complex, and we each have to 
navigate our way through our own 
journey. I find it hard to sometimes 
accept that I need to take my own hand 
off the tiller, and accept guidance and 
direction from a greater power. But I 
remember the words of the book of 
Proverbs 3 which have been a comfort 
to me on many occasions:

"Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways 
submit to him and he will make your 
paths straight."

A bit more on that later, but for now I 
have tattled enough!
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Farewells - The Mawsons and Edwina

In December, we bid fond farewell 
to the Mawsons – Mike, Ruth, Lars 
and Silas who had brightened up St 
John’s over the last five years.

Ruth and Mike did so much for St 
John’s through reading, interceding 
and occasionally preaching at services. 
Lars and Silas were a blessing to St 
John’s through their faithful attention 
at the Gospel readings and their lap of 

honour at the end of the service.

Life is so much more dull without 
them as they return to New Zealand 
for a few months before starting a 
new life in Australia.

Latterly, the Mawsons occupied St 
John’s Rectory and held a splendid 
farewell party before leaving.

We also wave fond farewell to 
Edwina Clarke who is moving to 
Edinburgh to be closer to her three 
children and eight grandchildren.

Edwina started coming to St John’s 
around 1983 and spent the next 35 
years immersing herself in the life 
of St John’s.  She made a special 
contribution to singing in the choir 
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(in the early days she would be joined 
by her two daughters).  She was a 
vestry member for a good number of 
those years and put a lot of effort into 
the guides that were written for the 
benefit of visitors, especially on Door 
Open Day.

She also served as Lay Representative 
for many years, attending Annual 
Synod and presenting a report at 
AGMs. She has been a great help at 
many social and fund-raising events 
and brought many friends along to 

church. 

Edwina and Brian held a farewell party 
in their Aberdeen home at the end of 
January and the event was recorded at 
least in part by a friend flying a drone 
with camera to capture the occasion.

Thank you Edwina for all you have 
done in St John’s and our love and best 
wishes go with you in your new life in 
Morningside. We hope to see you on 
your visits up north.

Please accept our apologies for the non-publication of the last edition of St 
John’s Tattler over Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  This was a result of a 

change the publication team that has now been thankfully resolved.
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As usual, we are planning to have our cheese and soup lunches on the Sundays 
in Lent. As suggested by Bishop Anne in the Northern Light, our theme will be 
'Working to become Dementia Friendly' The programme will be as follows -

10th March Dementia? What is it?

17th March Completing an audit for our church

24th March Speakers to tell us about The Living Well Cafés

31st March Mothering Sunday - No lunch

7th April Dementia! Where do we go from here?

We would like to get the food served as soon after the 11.00 service as possible 
and to begin our talks, sharp 12.30p.m. if not before. So, please, on these 
Sundays, come through to the hall as soon as possible and have your chats 
there. Then we can hopefully avoid the Traffic Wardens at 1 o'clock. Please 
mark these dates in your diaries.

An Idiot's Guide to Theology - by Matt Haigh

When I say an idiot's guide, I really refer to myself as the idiot, not you the 
reader, for I have a fairly awful understanding of theology. Nevertheless, I 
feel it may amuse you for me to share a few musings.

In my article a few pages ago I referenced a verse in Proverbs which talks of 
trusting God rather than relying on our own understanding. This is helpful 
in those moments of theology when we get down a rabbit hole of questions, 
and can't make head nor tail  of it. 

The thing is, this verse is surrounded by other verses telling us the value of 
knowledge and wisdom. Seems that the authors couldn't quite make their 
mind up!

Lenten Lunches
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The St John’s Votive Candle Stand 
is a much used part of our church 
furniture. At every service people 
light a candle for a variety of reasons.

A votive candle or prayer candle 
is a small candle, typically white 
or beeswax yellow, intended to be 
burnt as a votive offering in an act of 
Christian prayer. Votive candles are 
commonplace in many churches, as 
well as home altars, and symbolize 
the prayers the worshipper is offering 
for him or herself, or for other people. 
No charge is asked but donations are 
always welcome.

Recently, it was noted that the 
donations box beside our stand had 
not been emptied for quite some 
time.  When our Treasurer did so, he 
counted a sum of over £218!

We are grateful to the Reverend Kate 
for enhancing the stand with a red 
pilot light holder and a prayer card 
(see image below).

The candle stand was moved to 
the top of the nave on Friday 2nd 
November, when as part of the 
All Souls Evensong service to 
commemorate the faithful departed, 
candles were lit in memory of loved 
ones as names were read out.  The 
St John’s choir sang beautifully to 
enhance the occasion.

Votive Candle Stand
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St John’s many creative talents 
united to produce a wonderful 
commemoration of the centenary 
of the Armistice.  Hand knitted 
poppies were quickly sold out and 
raised £32-79 which was sent to 
Poppy Scotland. The beautiful display 
pictured above was made largely 
from recycled materials. As always, 

the names of the war dead from 
St John’s and St Peter’s Torry, were 
read out prior to the two minute 
silence.  Special recessional music was 
performed in an oboe and organ duet. 
Thank you to all who made such a 
wonderful effort and fitting tribute to 
the war dead in this poignant year.

Remembrance Sunday and the 
Centenary of the Armistice
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A Tribute to Gladys Sim

Gladys came from a large family 
with strong long-standing St John’s 
connections. She was a faithful 
worshipper at the 9.30 service along 
with her youngest sister, Norma. 

Gladys presented the chalice and 
paten in use at every Eucharist in 
St John’s in memory of Norma who 
predeceased her by twenty years. For 
many years Gladys was a keen helper 
in social and fund-raising events.

Gladys moved to Glasgow to live with 
younger sister, Joyce around four years 

ago but was kept up to date with St 
John’s affairs through the Tattler sent 
on by Pat Foster.

Gladys died following a fall.  Her 
funeral took place in St John’s on 
Tuesday 23rd October. A large number 
of the family were in attendance.

May she rest in peace and rise in 
glory.
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A Tribute to Eleanor Mondal

Eleanor passed into the nearer 
presence of the Lord on Monday 7th 
January after a long illness. 

Sheila Milne pays a moving tribute:

When I think of Eleanor what comes 
to mind is her quiet kindness and 
thoughtfulness ..and  her appreciation 
of what was beautiful in our world and 
of pretty things.

Her numerous acts of kindness 

were carried out quietly... special 
occasions or sadnesses were always 
acknowledged and marked... and she 
was always so willing to help on a 
practical level... and her laugh was ever 
present !

I found it really moving when during 
her funeral service her sister was able 
to speak of Eleanor and her childhood 
in Trinidad and of how her childhood 
nickname of Toy stuck through her 
whole life as a term of endearment.
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Eleanor..you are missed by so many.. 
the large number of your friends from 
your nursing days who came to pay 
their respects at your funeral service 
are witness to how you were valued 
and  loved.
We are humbled by your life of service 
and faithfulness...and we hope 
somebody has your trifle recipe. No 
occasion at St John's was complete 
without your contribution!

Thank you for everything you meant to 
us Eleanor...we miss you.

Eleanor was born in Trinidad where 
she also lived in a large family and 
trained as a nurse before moving 
to London where she trained in 
midwifery.  She moved to Aberdeen 
and St John’s on 1972 and remained a 
faithful worshipper throughout the 
rest of her life.

She was an immensely independent 
lady who was quietly supportive of the 
efforts of others.  In recent years she 
became very involved with the Taize 
worship team her role in providing 
refreshments for worshippers. 

Eleanor was a keen supporter of St 
John’s charity initiatives and would fill 
several shoeboxes for the Cyrenien’s 
Christmas Appeal. She would always 

supply food for our lunches and 
suppers and hosted several Bible 
Study Groups.

She was a good friend to many and 
frequently met up with former 
colleagues. Eleanor was a keen 
gardener and instrumental in setting 
up and maintaining St John’s gardens 
starting around 12 years ago. 

Due to the distance, only a few family 
members could attend her funeral 
where her sister, Mary, presented a 
moving tribute. Nevertheless almost 
seventy others were in attendance 
reflecting the lasting friendships she 
possessed.

May she, too, rest in peace and rise 
in glory.

Gladys and Eleanor were good friends.  
They sat in adjacent pews and Gladys 
would drive Eleanor to church. 

Tom Ferguson
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St John's Lent & Easter Diary2019
Date for your diary - In addition to the regular services Contact Person

Tue 5th March 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Aurdrey Masson

Tue 5th March 7.30pm - Shrove Tuesday Beetle Drive & Pancake 
Party

Tom Ferguson

Wed 6th March 11am - Ash Wednesday Service (1982)

Wed 6th March 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 8th March 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sat 9th March 9am - Church Clean Up Morning Tom Ferguson

Sun 10th March 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 10th March 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982) followed by a 
Lenten Lunch and talk - 'Dementia - What is it?'

Tue 12th March 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 13th March 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 13th March 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 15th March 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sat 16th March - St John's Walkers Tom Ferguson

Sun 17th March 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 17th March 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982) followd by  a 
Lenten Lunch and talk - 'Completing an audit for our church'

Tue 19th March 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 20th March 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 20th March 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 22nd March 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 24th March 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 24th March 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982) followd by  a 
Lenten Lunch and talk - 'The Living Well Cafes'

Tue 26th March 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 27th March 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 27th March 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 29th March 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 31st March 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 31st March 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982) for Mothering 
Sunday
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Date for your diary - In addition to the regular services Contact Person

Tue 2nd April 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 3rd April 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 3rd April 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 5th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 7th April 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 7th April 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982) followed by Lenten 
Lunch and talk - 'Dementia! Where do we go from here?'

Tue 9th April 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 10th April 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 10th April 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 12th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 14th April 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 14th April 10.50am - Palm Sunday Procession and Sung 
Eucharist (1982) with Palm Sunday Narrative

Mon 15th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer

Mon 15th April 7pm - Compline

Tue 16th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer

Tue 16th April 7pm - Compline

Wed 17th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer

Wed 17th April 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 17th April 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist

Thu 18th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer

Thu 18th April 6pm - Sedar Meal S-J Bennison

Thu 18th April 7.30pm - Maundy-Thursday Holy Communion 
(1970) and Stripping of the Altar

Fri 19th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Fri 19th April 12 Noon - Three Hour Devotion at St Andrew's 
Cathedral

Fri 19th April 7pm - Good Friday Stations of the Cross Tom Ferguson

Sat 20th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer

Sat 20th April 10am - Decoration of Church

St John's Lent & Easter Diary2019
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Date for your diary - In addition to the regular services Contact Person

Sat 20th April 7.30pm - Holy Saturday Paschal Vigil and First 
Mass of Eastertide

Sun 21st April 10.30am - EASTER SUNDAY Sung Eucharist 
(1970) followed by Bring and Share Lunch

Mon 22nd April 10am - Meet at St John's for Easter Egg Roll Walk

Tue 23rd April - Hall Spring Clean Tom Ferguson

Tue 23rd April 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 24th April 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 24th April 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 26th April 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 28th April 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 28th April 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982)

Tue 30th April 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Wed 1st May 10am - St Andrews Cathedral/St Marys

Wed 1st May 7.30pm - Taizé Eucharist Tony Broderick

Fri 3rd May 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 5th May 9.30am - Holy Communion (1970)

Sun 5th May 11am - Sung Eucharist (1982)

Tue 7th May 10am - Fair Trade Cafe Audrey Masson

Fri 10th May 8.30am - Morning Prayer Audrey Masson

Sun 12th May 10.30am - DEDICATION FESTIVAL & GIFT DAY 
Sung Eucharist (1982) with Bishop Anne, followed by finger buffet 
lunch

Normal Service Schedule Resumes - But keep an eye out on your pew 
news for additional events and services which may be added!

St John's Lent & Easter Diary2019

The Tay Print Works Disaster - Anon

(with apologies to McGonagle!)
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Beautiful print works on the busy Kingsway
Alas! I am very sorry to say

That no P and Js have been taken away
On the first Tuesday of February of 2019,

Which will be remember’d for a very long time.

’Twas about eight-o-clock in the morning,
That the first signs of trouble were dawning

The complaints came pouring in,
From city and suburbs within

And faithful readers of the Pand J
Asked, ‘What is there now to do for today?’

When in the past the vans left Lang Stracht
The readers’ copies were received intact

But DC Thomson put it up for sale
Which made their hearts for to quail

And many the readers with fear did say-
I hope God will deliver us safe the daily Pand J

But on that terrible fateful day
A curse befell the land near Powrie Brae

And broke the machines of the works at Kingsway
On the first Tuesday of February of 2019,

Which will be remember’d for a very long time.

So the P and J readers sped on with all their might,
And St John’s Tuesday Cafe soon hove in sight,

And the bereft readers’ hearts felt light,
Thinking they would enjoy themselves in the church hall,
With their friends from St John’s they had tea and a roll

And shared their misfortune and each other console.

It must have been an awful fright,
To witness in the early sunlight,

While the Scotsman did laugh, and Herald did bray,
Along the print works of the Dundee Kingsway

Oh! ill-fated works near the Silv’ry Tay,
I must now conclude my lay

By telling the world fearlessly without the least dismay,
That the old Lang Stracht presses would have not given way,

At least many sensible readers do say,
‘We can visit St John’s Café on a Tuesday’

For the pleasure we get from the rowie and tea
Fair takes away our newspaper misery.
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• The nicest thing about the future is 
that it always starts tomorrow.

• Money will buy a fine dog but only 
kindness will make him wag his tail.

• If you don't have a sense of humour 
you probably don't have any sense 
at all.

• Seat belts are not as confining as 
wheelchairs.

• A good time to keep your mouth 
shut is when you're in deep water.

• How come it takes so little time for 
a child who is afraid of the dark to 
become a teenager who wants to 
stay out all night?

• Business conferences are important 
because they demonstrate how 
many people a company can operate 
without.

• Why is it that at school reunions 
you feel younger than everyone else 
looks?

• Stroke a cat and you will have a 
permanent job.

• There are no new sins; the old ones 
just get more publicity.

• There are worse things than getting 
a call for a wrong number at 4 am; 
for example, it could be the right 
number.

• No one ever says "It's only a game" 
when their team is winning.

• I've reached the age where 'happy 
hour' is a nap.

• Be careful about reading the fine 
print, there's no way you're going to 
like it.

• The trouble with bucket seats is that 
not everybody has the same size 
bucket.

• Do you realize that, in about 40 
years, we'll have thousands of old 
ladies running around with tattoos?

• Money can't buy happiness but 
somehow it's more comfortable to 
cry in a Jaguar than in a Ford.

• After 60 if you don't wake up aching 
in every joint, you're probably dead.

• Always be yourself because the 
people that matter don't mind and 
the ones that mind don't matter.

• Life isn't tied with a bow but it's still 
a gift.

Aphorism: A Short, Pointed Sentence That 
Expresses A Wise Or Clever Observation Or A 

General Truth
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St John's Autumn Fair 2018

This annual event was a success in 
so many ways. The involvement of 
so many people before, during and 
after the event, the creativity of so 
many in baking, weaving, painting 

and decorating, the generosity of 
so many in supporting the event 
and the lovely atmosphere created 
by a good turnout with musical 
accompaniment.

Thank you all very much 
for a wonderful effort and 
contribution.  We raised 
almost £1000 - £984.50 to 
be precise.
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St John's Walkers

Our last walk of the year saw six 
of us head up Brimmond Hill on 
a lovely Saturday to observe a 
beautiful panorama of Aberdeen 
and Aberdeenshire.

The sun came out and the wind died 
down to allow us to have a good rest 
at the top and gather around the 
small war memorial. We were then 
able to climb the smaller but more 
wooded neighbouring Elrick Hill where 
we had lunch.  We burned sufficient 
calories to allow ourselves afternoon 
refreshments at the nearby Wynford 
Farm shop, play barn and cafe.

Our next walk on New Year’s Day 
along the Beach Promenade followed 
the traditional New Year’s Service in 
the Fittie Mission Hall.  As always, it 
was a great way to start the year and 
a special thanks to Tony for providing 
excellent first foot fare. A subsequent 
walk was held on Saturday 9th 
February. The visit was to Montrose 
Basin Wildlife Reserve where we 
were able to see a variety of species 
including the kingfisher which had 
eluded us throughout 2018! The 
centre is an excellent venue with a 
number of hides around the basin. 
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The walk along the south west edge 
of the basin had excellent views of 
Montrose. Thanks to Trevor for his 
advice on this visit.
  
Future walks are planned for 16th 
March on the Chapel of Elsick trail, 
Easter Monday – to roll eggs on 
Dunnideer Hill, Insch, Sgor Buidhe, 
near Ballater on 11th May and Tap O’ 
Noth near Rhynie on 8th June.  On 
15th June there will be a trip to the 
Isle of May, please contact Trevor 
Donaldson for more details, these 
trips fill up quickly!

St John’s Walkers have now been in 
existence for over 16 years.  In that 
time they have participated in 90 

walks over North East Scotland. A list 
follows below.  There may be some 
gaps.  Can you help fill these in? How 
many have you been on and what 
memories do you have of these?  
Please share them in time for the next 
St John’s Tattler.
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23.9.02 - Stonehaven: Cowie to Harbour

26.10.02 - Bennachie (Mither Tap)

21.04.03 - Scolty

24.05.03 - Loch Kinord

22.09.03 - Loch Muick

25.10.03 - Carn Monearn

    .11.03 - Crathes Castle

3.1.04 - Aberdeen Promenade

21.2.04 - Crathes Castle

1.5.04 - Tap O’ Noth

.07.04 - Johnshave to Inverbervie

.09.04 - Kirkhill Forest

01.05 - Aberdeen Promenade

02.05 - Deeside railway track (Duthie 

Park to Cults)

28.3.05 - Hill of Dunnideer

14.05.05 - Deeside railway track (Dinnet 

to Ballater)

17.6.05 - Tap O’ Noth

10.07.05 - Brimmond and Elrick Hills

17.09.05 - Hill of Fare

19.11.05 - Dyce to Udny Station

01.01.06 - Aberdeen Promenade

25.2.06 - Mintlaw to Maud

17.04.06 - Hill of Dunnideer

16.09.06 - Dufftown to Craigellachie

21.10.06 - Bennachie (Oxen Craig)

18.11.06 - Peterculter to Cults

01.01.07 - Aberdeen Promenade

17.02.07 - Ellon to Udny Station

24.03.07 - Kincardine O’ Neil to 

Lumphanan

22.6.07 - Night time walk from Dyce to 

Brimmond Hill

21.07.07 - Brimmond and Elrick Hills

15.09.07 - Morven

17.11.07 - Drumoak to Crathes

01.01.08 - Aberdeen Promenade

23.02.08 - Scolty

24.03.08 - Hill of Dunnideer

19.04.08 - Sands of Forvie

10.05.08 - Mount Keen (Christian Aid)

28.06.08 - Craig Coinnich (Braemar)

9.08.08 - Ben Rinnes

27.09.08 - Mortlich (Aboyne)

22.2.09 - Hill of Barra

2.05.09 - Tap O’ Noth

25.07.09 - Dinnet to Ballater

19.09.09 - Dinnet to Aboyne

1.1.10 - Aberdeen Promenade

6.2.10 - Stonehaven to Dunnottar Castle 

and Return

20.3.10 - River Ythan and Gight Woods

15.5.10 - Nigg Church to Kincorth Hill

9.10.10 - Milton of Crathes to Banchory

13.11.10 - Bennachie (Rowantree)

Auchnagatt to Ellon??

20.8.11 - Glen Tanar

1.10.11 - Deeside Way (Potarch to 

Kincardine O’ Neil)

22.10.11 - Peter Hill

3.12.11 - Auchnagatt to Maud 

(Formartine and Buchan)

29.9.12 - Linn of Dee to Linn of Quoich 

through Clais Fhearnaig

27.10.12 - Tullos Hill (Nigg Church to 

St John's Walkers 2002-2019
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Doonies Farm)

1.1.13 - Aberdeen Promenade

9.3.13 - Kirkhill Forest and Tyrebagger 

Hill

11.5.13 - Clachnaben

16.6.13 - Loch Muick

20.7.13 - Culardoch

1.2.14 - Newburgh, Ythan Estuary and 

South

1.3.14 - Stonehaven Pool to Dunnottar 

Castle and Return by Woods

21.4.14 - Hill of Dunnideer

17.5.14 - Bennachie – Mither Tap and 

Oxen Craig

14.6.14 - Aldivalloch to Blackwater and 

return by Cairnbrallan

1.8.14 - Glenbuchat to Glenlivet over 

Ladder

5.9.15 - Tarland – Corachree Circuit

10.15 - Blue Hill, Banchory Devenick

28.11.15 - Duthie Park to Newton Dee

1.1.16 - Aberdeen Promenade

6.2.16 - Clochandighter

5.3.16 - Dyce AWPR

30.7.16 - Lochnagar

1.1.17 - Aberdeen Promenade

17.4.17 - Hill of Dunnideer

19.6.17 - Dyce to Newmachar railway 

track

8.7.17 - Ballater to Dinnet (Railway 

Track)

7.10.17 - Countesswells Woods and 

Kingshill

1.1.18 - Aberdeen Promenade

3.2.18 - Newburgh Sands

2.4.18 - Scolty

21.4.18 - Persley to Brig O’ Balgownie

3.6.18 - Troup Head

7.7.18 - Clachnaben

18.8.18 - St Cyrus Nature Reserve

10.11.18 - Brimmond Hill and Elrick Hill

1.1.19 - Aberdeen Promenade

9.2.19 - Montrose Basin

St John's Walkers 2002-2019

Spring Clean!
As a result of limited storage space, we have had to keep goods for sales in the 
worship area of the church. An opportunity has arisen to move these into the 

bell tower of the church. Your help would be appreciated on the first Saturday in 
Lent, 9th March, 9.00am to 12 Noon. 

The next hall clean-up is scheduled for Tuesday 23rd April, 9.30 – 12 Noon. Bring 
your own duster. St George, whose feast day is then,  may be known locally as 

the patron saint of cleaners!
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Annual General Meeting
At our AGM on 18th November, 
chaired by Bishop Anne, the following 
changes to office-bearers were made.
Pat Foster and Audrey Masson stood 
down as long-serving vestry members 
and were thanked for their many years 
of service. Their places have been 
taken by Robert Gray and Matthew 
Haigh. Jane Hyde had been co-opted 
during the past year but was elected 
on this occasion.  All were welcomed 
by Bishop Anne to St John’s Vestry.

Brian Butler stood down as treasurer 
after nine years of dedicated service.  
His place has been taken by Robert 
Gray.  Brian was thanked for his hard 
work and Rob has been welcomed into 
the treasurer role.  Brian has kindly 
agreed to stay on to assist Robert into 
this important role.

Tom Ferguson has been elected by 

Bishop Anne into the post of Rector’s 
Warden which had hitherto been 
vacant. The post of People’s Warden 
will be filled at the next vestry 
meeting 

Vestry membership is now as follows:
Rector and Chair: Bishop Anne
Rector’s Warden: Tom Ferguson
People’s Warden: To be decided
Secretary: Sheena Butler
Treasurer: Robert Gray
Member: Robert Allan
Member: Sarah-Jane Bennison
Member: Tony Broderick
Member: Matthew Haigh
Member: Jane Hyde

If you would like to support the work 
of the vestry in keeping St John’s 
fully functional, please speak to any 
vestry member. Volunteers are always 
required for a host of tasks.

The Flower List
The Flower List which invites individuals and families to remember loved ones 

and special occasions has been slow to fill up for2019.  There are no flowers 
during Lent and Easter flowers is a congregational effort but restarting on 
Easter1 (Low Sunday) there are a good number of Sundays that lie vacant. 

Please consider signing up for a special Sunday.  Audrey and the Flower Team 
will arrange the flowers and will be happy to receive your donation.
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Christmas at St John's

We experienced so many blessings in St John’s in the build up to and the 
celebration of the Feast of the Nativity.  We moved the Advent Garden from 

Sunday to Wednesday and the change worked well. 
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The Mawsons were still with us to 
light the first two Advent candles 
and on the third Sunday in Advent 
we were energised by the presence 
of Bishop Anne with Jennifer Holden 
who is out Curate in Training. The 
day was enriched by the Nine Lessons 
and Carols beautifully sung by St 
John’s Choir. By then the tree was in 
place, fully decorated. The church 
was hastily decorated after Advent 
4 and it looked absolutely brilliant in 
welcoming the Christ child into his 
earthly kingdom.

Hand knitted shepherds and sheep 
were a special touch. The babe was 
placed in the manger shortly after 
midnight and we sang our way 
through the Midnight Mass.  

Bishop Anne celebrated the 
Christmas Day Eucharist and St John’s 
was able to lay on a lunch for those 
who would otherwise be on their own.  
Two weeks earlier, St John’s hosted a 
Christmas meal for the much larger St 
John’s and K2 community which was 
an amazing success.

The organisers of all the above deserve 
our sincere thanks for the wonderful 
talents and efforts put into making 
Advent and Christmas so very special 
in St John’s.
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Many people who happily attend St 
John’s are not ‘cradle Episcopalians’. 
Some of the language and practices 
may be unfamiliar. This, in the first of 
a series looks at some of the church 
terms that may require explanation.

ANGLICAN as a noun, means someone 
who is a member of the worldwide 
Anglican (adjective) Communion: 
there are over 80 million in 40 
provinces across 165 countries, the 
Scottish Episcopal Church (SEC) being 
one such province. It could be argued 
that the SEC founded the  Anglican 
Communion through the consecration 
of the first overseas Bishop (Samuel 
Seabury) in Aberdeen in 1784 
although the SEC did not enter into 
full communion with the Church of 
England (CofE) until 1804 through the 
Synod of Laurencekirk. 

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION refers 
to the authority of Bishops who 
stand in a direct line going back to 
Jesus commissioning Peter. Apostolic 
succession is an important theology for 
Anglicans, Roman Catholics and the 
Orthodox and some other Christian 
churches. In confirmation and 
ordination, a bishop lays hands on the 
person receiving the sacrament; this 

represents the teachings and authority 
of the church passing from one person 
to another. Bishops assume the role 
of an apostle and pledge to guard the 
church’s unity and the integrity of the 
church’s life and teaching through the 
centuries. 

ACOLYTE / SERVER is a lay person who 
serves as a helper during a service.  At 
St John’s we are blessed with a very 
active Guild of five servers. The tasks 
include lighting candles, carrying the 
cross, carrying the Gospel Book or 
accompanying the priest with a small 
candle, carrying incense, preparing 
the table for Holy Eucharist. They are 
usually robed wearing cassock (black) 
and white short sleeved cotta / white 
long sleeved surplus or cassock alb 
(white). 

The important thing to remember is 
that the words and actions have deeper 
meaning and what they might mean 
to you in your practice of faith and in 
the community. Do what works for you 
without fear of ‘doing it wrong.’ God 
is pleased when we come to worship 
and for fellowship and isn’t nearly as 
concerned about us getting all the steps 
‘right’ as we are changes and renewed 
by the experience.

Episcopal Language Part 1



Holy Week 2019
All are Welcome!

Su 14 APR  9.30am 9.30am Holy Communion (1970)
Su 14 APR  10.50am 10,50am  Palm Sunday Procession 

and Sung Eucharist (1982) with 
Palm Sunday Narrative

Mo 15 APR 8.30am 8.30am Morning Prayer
Mo 15 APR 7.00pm 7.00pm Compline
Tu 16 APR 8.30am 8.30am Morning Prayer
Tu 16 APR 10.00am 10am Fair Trade Café
Tu 16 APR 7.00pm 7.00pm Compline
We 17 APR 8.30am 8.30am Morning Prayer
We 17 APR 10.00am 10am St Andrew’s Cath or St 

Mary’s
We 17 APR 7.30pm 7.30pm Taizé Eucharist
Th  18 APR 8.30am 8.30am Morning Prayer
Th  18 APR 6.00pm 6.00pm Seder Meal
Th  18 APR 7.30pm 7.30pm Holy Communion (1970) 

and Stripping of the Altar 
Fr   19 APR 8.30am 8.30am Morning Prayer
Fr   19 APR 12 Noon 12 Noon Three Hour Devotion at St 

Andrew’s Cathedral
Fr   19 APR 7.00pm 7.00 Stations of the Cross
Sa 20 APR 8.30am 8.30am Morning Prayer
Sa  20 APR 10.00am 10am Decoration of Church
Sa  20 APR 7.30pm 7.30 pm Paschal Vigil and First 

Mass of Eastertide
Su 21 APR EASTER SUNDAY
Su 21 APR 10.30am 10.30 Sung Eucharist (1970) 

followed by Bring and Share Lunch


