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St John the Evangelist Episocpal Church 
 
Collects, Readings and Hymns for 22nd March 2020 (Fourth Sunday 
in Lent) 
Daily Prayer: Returning to God [online each day at scotland.anglican.org] 
 
9.30am Service (SPB) 
The Collect. GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we, who for 
our evil deeds do worthily deserve to be punished, by the comfort of thy 
grace may mercifully be relieved; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
 
   The Epistle. Galatians 4. 21. TELL me, ye that desire to be under the 
law, do ye not hear the law? For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, 
the one by the handmaid, the other by the freewoman. But he who was of 
the handmaid was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by 
promise. Which things contain an allegory: for these women are two 
covenants; the one from the Mount Sinai, bearing children unto bondage, 
which is Hagar. For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to 
the Jerusalem that now is: for she is in bondage with her children. But the 
Jerusalem that is above is free; which is our mother. For it is written, 
Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth and cry, thou that 
travailest not: for the desolate hath many more children than she which 
hath an husband. Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of 
promise. But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit; even so it is now. Nevertheless, what saith the 
Scripture? Cast out the handmaid and her son; for the son of the 
handmaid shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman. So then, 
brethren, we are not children of a handmaid, but of the freewoman. 
 
   The Gospel. St. John 6. 1. JESUS went over the Sea of Galilee, which 
is the Sea of Tiberias. And a great multitude followed him, because they 
saw the signs which he did on them that were diseased. And Jesus went 
up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. And the Passover, 
a feast of the Jews, was nigh. When Jesus then lift up his eyes, and saw a 
great multitude come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy 
bread, that these may eat? (And this he said to prove him; for he himself 
knew what he would do.) Philip answered him, Two hundred penny-worth 
of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. 
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, There 
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is a lad here, which hath five barley-loaves, and two small fishes: but what 
are they among so many? And Jesus said, Make the people sit down. 
Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given 
thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were 
set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When they 
were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that 
remain, that nothing be lost. Therefore they gathered them together, and 
filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley-loaves, which 
remained over and above unto them that had eaten. Then the people, 
when they had seen the sign that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that 
Prophet that should come into the world. 
 
11am Service 
Hymns: 
• Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun (Morning Hymn)  
• For Mary, Mother of Our Lord 
• The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
• Tell Out my Soul 

 
Collect 
Almighty God, through the waters of baptism your Son has made us 
children of light.  May we ever walk in his light and show forth your glory in 
the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with ou 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
1 Samuel 16.1-13  
16 The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; 
I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a 
king among his sons.’ 2 Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he 
will kill me.’ And the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will 
show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.’ 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, 
‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5 He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice 
to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And 
he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
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6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s 
anointed is now before the LORD.’7 But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not 
look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.’ 8 Then Jesse 
called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither 
has the LORD chosen this one.’ 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. 
And he said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ 10 Jesse made seven 
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The LORD has not chosen any of these.’ 11 Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all 
your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is 
keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for 
we will not sit down until he comes here.’ 12 He sent and brought him in. 
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The LORD said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13 Then Samuel 
took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 
the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 
Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
Psalm 127:1–4 (God’s Blessing in the Home) 
1Unless the LORD builds the house, 
    those who build it labour in vain. 
Unless the LORD guards the city, 
    the guard keeps watch in vain. 
2 It is in vain that you rise up early 
    and go late to rest, 
eating the bread of anxious toil; 
    for he gives sleep to his beloved.[a] 
3 Sons are indeed a heritage from the LORD, 
    the fruit of the womb a reward. 
4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
    are the sons of one’s youth. 
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Ephesians 5.8-14  
8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as 
children of light— 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no 
part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it 
is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13 but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for everything that 
becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
    Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
Gospel of John 9.1-41 
9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked 
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was 
born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We[a] must work 
the works of him who sent me[b] while it is day; night is coming when no 
one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.’ 6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 
the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, ‘Go, 
wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used 
to sit and beg?’ 9 Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, 
but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they kept 
asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The 
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go 
to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had 
received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I 
washed, and now I see.’ 16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can 
a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17 So 
they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your 
eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 



 5 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his 
sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19 and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? 
How then does he now see?’ 20 His parents answered, ‘We know that this 
is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that 
now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
age. He will speak for himself.’ 22 His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus[c] to be the Messiah[d] would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I 
do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26 They said to him, ‘What did 
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27 He answered them, ‘I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ 28 Then they reviled 
him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29 We 
know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know 
where he comes from.’ 30 The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing 
thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34 They answered him, 
‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they 
drove him out. 
 
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he 
said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’[e] 36 He answered, ‘And who is 
he, sir?[f] Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37 Jesus said to him, ‘You 
have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38 He said, ‘Lord,[g] I 
believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for 
judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see 
may become blind.’ 40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41 Jesus said to them, ‘If you 
were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your 
sin remains. 
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Collects, Readings and Hymns for 29th March 2020 (Fifth Sunday in 
Lent, Passiontide) 
Daily Prayer: The Suffering Christ [online each day at 
scotland.anglican.org] 
 
9.30am Service (SPB) 
The Collect. WE beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy 
people; that by thy great goodness they may be governed and preserved 
evermore, both in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
   
The Epistle. Hebrews 9. 11. 
CHRIST being come an High Priest of good things to come, by a greater 
and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands; that is to say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of goats and calves; but by his own 
blood he entered in once for all into the holy place, having obtained 
eternal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
flesh; how much more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works to serve the living God? And for this cause he is the Mediator 
of the new covenant, that, a death having taken place for the redemption 
of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, they which are 
called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 
   
The Gospel. St. John 8. 46. 
JESUS said, Which of you convicteth me of sin? and if I say the truth, why 
do ye not believe me? He that is of God heareth God's words; ye therefore 
hear them not, because ye are not of God. Then answered the Jews, and 
said unto him, Say we not well, that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a 
devil? Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but I honour my Father, and ye 
do dishonour me. And I seek not mine own glory; there is one that seeketh 
and judgeth. Verily, verily I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he 
shall never see death. Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that 
thou hast a devil: Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If 
a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. Art thou greater than 
our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom 
makest thou thyself? Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is 
nothing; it is my Father that honoureth me, of whom ye say, that he is your 
God: yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I 
know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you; but I know him, and keep his 
saying. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it, and 



 7 

was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, 
and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily I say 
unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. Then took they up stones to cast at 
him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple. 
 
11am Service 
Hymns: 
• O for a THouseand Tongues to Sing 
• Jesus, the very thought of thee 
• Hark my Soul, it is the Lord 
• My Song is Love Unknown 

 
Collect Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin 
and death.  Breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit, that we may be 
raised to new life in Christ and serve you in holiness and righteousness all 
our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Ezekiel 37:1–14  
37 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. 2 He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the 
valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ 4 Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 
you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone 
to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. 9 Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ 10 I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
11 Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
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completely.” 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 
that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 
 
Psalm 130  
Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD. 
2     Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to the voice of my supplications! 
3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, 
    so that you may be revered. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
    and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord 
    more than those who watch for the morning, 
    more than those who watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
    For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
    and with him is great power to redeem. 
8 It is he who will redeem Israel 
    from all its iniquities. 
 
Romans 8:6–11  
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is 
life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile 
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because 
of sin, the Spirit  is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you. 
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John 11:1–45 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But 
when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it 
is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 
5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone 
you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 
because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night 
stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, 
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be 
all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.” 
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 
away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 
she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to 
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus 
said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 
that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And 
when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
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met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 
Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where 
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 
36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to 
her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear 
me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 
they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with 
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands 
and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
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Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 
Benedictus 
1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel,* for he has come to his people 
and set them free. 
2 He has raised up for us a mighty saviour,* born of the house of his 
servant David. 
3 Through his holy prophets he promised of old* that he would save us 
from our enemies, from the hands of all that hate us. 
4 He promised to show mercy to our forebears,* and to remember his holy 
covenant. 
5 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham:* to set us free from 
the hands of our enemies, 
6 free to worship him without fear,* holy and righteous in his sight all the 
days of our life. 
7 You my child shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* for you will 
go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
8 to give his people knowledge of salvation* by the forgiveness of all their 
sins. 
9 In the tender compassion of our God* the dawn from on high shall break 
upon us, 
10 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,* and 
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;*  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
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Magnificat 
1 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
*my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 
2 for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant;* 
from this day all generations will call me blessed. 
3 The Almighty has done great things for me* 
and holy is his name. 
4 He has mercy on those who fear him* 
in every generation. 
5 He has shown the strength of his arm;* 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
6 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones* 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
7 He has filled the hungry with good things,* 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
8 He has come to the help of his servant Israel,* 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
9 the promise he made to our forebears,* 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;*  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 


