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Venite Adoremus - Come Let Us Worship!
Words embossed on St John’s Church bell

Services at St John’s
Sunday
 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion - Scottish Liturgy 1970 
   (except on occasions)
 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist - Scottish Liturgy 1982

Wednesday
 7.30 p.m. Taizé Eucharist

Friday
 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer

On Tuesdays at 10 a.m. we hold a Fairtrade Cafe in the Cheyne 
Lounge at St John's

The Holy Communion at 9.30am commences our Sunday worship at St 
John's using the Scottish Liturgy 1970, every Sunday except on occasions.

The Sung Eucharist at 11.00am is our choral worship which has been the 
choice of offering to God at St John’s from the beginning, reflected in art and 
architecture. Our liturgy in word, music and style is both contemporary and 
traditional making use of seasonal variations of the 1982 Scottish Liturgy.

Please note that during our Assistant Curate's Transitional Diaconate Eucharist 
Services may use Reserved Sacrament.

Liturgy is our outpouring of love to God in response to God’s love to us. It is 
the communal prayer in which we worship God in living and loving encounter. 
We affirm God is love and we are God’s children. We confess our failure to love 
God; and to love our neighbour as ourselves. We confess that we believe in one 
God, the maker of heaven and earth.

This is a place of prayer for all people. You are welcome!

Services around the city -
Tues 11am -- St Margaret’s, Gallowgate -- Low Mass
Wed 10am -- St Andrew’s Cathedral, King St -- Holy Communion
Wed 10am -- St Mary’s, Carden Pl -- Holy Communion
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Bishop Anne has asked that we spend 
Lent thinking about clearing up some 
of the clutter in our lives. This may be 
physical, mental, emotional or even 
spiritual so that we may be able to, “see 
thee more clearly, love the more dearly, 
follow thee more nearly, Day by Day” 
(Godspell). Please take time to consider 
this. 

A physical action in preparation for this 

in St John’s has been a spring clean, 
initiated by Matt Haigh in reorganising 
our limited storage space.

Over Lent, the garden will be tidied 
up as well so do look out for notices. 
Time and space in St John’s will be 
made available during the 40 days of 
contemplation and preparation so 
please note the details elsewhere in this 
magazine.

Bishop's Lent Appeal

Robert Grey writes: I highly recommend 
the recently released film of David 
Copperfield.  Mr Macawber is 
particularly well played.

Poor Mr Macawber’s expenditure 
exceeds his income and eventually he 
and his family descend from a very 
nice well furnished house to abject 
poverty and find themselves sleeping in 
doorways on the streets of London. 

Mr Macawber always believes that 
“somefink” will turn up.  At St John’s 
expenditure is beginning to exceed 
income. I don’t think we should just 
hope that something will turn up, we 
should take ownership of the problem 
and turn it round ourselves.  The 

Vestry will be looking at ways to reduce 
expenditure and it is up to all of us 
to look at ways of increasing income.  
Please keep this in mind as we approach 
the annual Gift Day.

The best way of regular giving is by 
Direct Debit.  Using Freewill Offering 
Envelopes is just as tax efficient.  Any 
giving by these means lets the Church 
reclaim tax on the donation which 
increases the amount given by 20%.

The church does reclaim tax on 
anonymous cash donations, but there 
are limits on reclaiming tax on these.  
If anyone would like a set of Freewill 
Offering Envelopes or to set up a Direct 
Debit please talk to me or Matt Haigh.

A Note From the Treasurer
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Saying Yes to Life
This year's Lent course is based on Ruth Valerio's book "Saying Yes to Life" 
which ties into Bishop Anne's Lent Appeal this year and is also the Archbishop 
of Canterbury's Lent Book for 2020. 

Drawing on the Days of Creation in Genesis 1 we will think about light, 
water, land, the seasons, humans and resurrection in relation to matters of 
environmental, ethical and social concern. Key to all this is about what all this 
means to humans and in the context of being a follower of Jesus Christs. As 
people made in the image of God we are tested to look after what God has 
created, to share in God's joy, ingenuity in order to make a difference for good.

Each session (led by Rev Jenny) will take place after the 11am service in the 
Church Halls accompanied by a soup lunch (with the proceeds going to the 
Bishops Lent Appeal). There will be a short passage of scripture, explanation and 
questions to discuss. Each week there will be a handout to take away to reflect 
on during the week which will include art and music (hymns, worship songs 
and more) to help in thinking about the passage and issues discussed. Living 
with Less will be a theme to a series of tidy and clean ups around the church - 
another look at the tower, the vestries, the garden....

Everyone is welcome to join us this Lent as we reflect on what it means to be 
made in God's image and to be Christ followers in our world right now.
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St John's Walkers

We have had our first two walks of the 
year already and are eagerly looking 
forward to the spring season when the 
countryside comes to life.  Our first 
walk of the year, as ever, was along 
the Promenade on New Year’s day 
along with hundreds of others when, 
following a Eucharist at the Fittie 
Mission Hall,  we took advantage of 
the nice weather before first footing 
Tony in South Square where his  New 
Year hospitality is renowned.

Our next walk was a very special walk 
– number 100 – so in a change of plan, 
we returned to where it all began – 
Stonehaven on February 8th. It was 
a stunningly beautiful day although 
very windy and we welcomed friends 
old and new to our core group. 

Starting at the swimming pool, we 
walked northwards to explore the 
medieval St Mary’s Chapel adjacent to 
the Golf Course (FORE!) where some 
of our church members’ ancestors 
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St John's Walkers
are buried. A wonderful cliff top path 
took us back towards Cowie Village 
and along the seafront where the high 
tide and wind combined to splash 
waves across our way. We reached 
the cliff protected harbour and took 
shelter for eating our packed lunches 
before finding a warmer location in 
the Ship Inn for soup and tea.  It was a 
memorable walk.  We took advantage 

of the warmth to hold an impromptu 
planning meeting where we decided 
on future walks:

• Saturday 21st March: The Park 
Estate, Drumoak,  Take the 10.15 
bus (201 /202) from Union Square 
to Drumoak and meet at the road 
to Park Bridge at 11.00 (the bridge 
is currently closed).
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• Saturday 18th April: Crathes 
Castle Estate, again by bus – the 
same as above – although NTS 
members can park for free! Times 
as per March walk above.

• Saturday 23rd May: The Blue Door 
walk near Edzell. Cars will leave St 
John’s at 10.00 am and we meet 
at Edzell at 11.00.

• Saturday 13th June: The Isle of 
May Bird Reserve Anstruther. 
We leave St John’s at 9.00am by 
car and convene in Anstruther 
at 11.00 for the 11.45 sailing.  
You need to buy boat tickets 
independently (and soon! 
Contact https://www.
isleofmayferry.com/june.php or 
Tel 07957 585200

St John's Walkers



9

 St John's Walkers

All walks are followed by 
refreshments. Please wear strong 
shoes, warm clothes and waterproofs 
and remember to bring a packed 
lunch.

Over the past eighteen years we have 
been able to support many people 

who have experienced mental health 
and other challenges through the 
experience and support of being in 
a group. New members are always 
welcome.  Speak to Tom or Trevor or 
call 07960263920.
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St John’s looked beautiful as we 
prepared for the Christmas season. 
In particular, the tree with new 
lights, the crib, hand knitted nativity 
display on the font (wool from the 
Shepherds!) and flowers created 
a seasonal atmosphere like no 
other.  When the worship, music 
and food was added to this, the 
joy of Christmas truly came down 

upon us. Starting with the Advent 
Garden, followed by the K2 meal 
with a turnout of  over 40, Service of 
Lessons and Carols all leading up to 
wonderful celebrations of the Nativity 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.  Thank you to all who made this 
possible. It made St John’s a very 
special place to belong to.

Christmas
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From the Registers

Margaret, who died on January 26th, 
was a lifelong member of St John’s 
and, until recent years, a faithful 
worshipper at the 9.30 service. From 
early years in the vicinity of St John’s 
she settled in Dyce and brought up 
three children, Lynn, Murray and 
the youngest, Jan who died shortly 
after being married in St John’s.  The 
children of the young widower’s 
second marriage looked to Margaret 
as their Grandparent, having no other 
grandparents of their own and this 
showed a wonderful generosity of 

spirit which was reciprocated through 
love and respect.  Margaret had four 
grandchildren from her surviving 
daughter and son and saw a lot of 
three of them as they lived in the 
house next door. She was married 
to Bill for many years and after Bill’s 
death over twenty years ago, she 
continued to live independently and 
travel around the horse shows of 
Scotland where she was a well known 
and respected figure.  She was a good 
Christian lady and will be sadly missed 
by family and friends.

RIP Margaret BrodieRIP Margaret Brodie
Aged 90Aged 90
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New (Or Not So New) Faces in the Choir

Taking advantage of an invitation for 
additional singers at our Service of 
Carols and Lessons, I decided to take 
the plunge and return to the stalls I 
first sat in 55 years ago (gulp). With 
the support of our loyal choir warden, 
I am now familiarising myself with the 
bass part of the communion service 
as well as come to terms with the 
sometimes odd layout of the hymn 
tunes in the Hymns Ancient and 
Modern New Standard edition (that 
is an excuse). I am looking forward to 
learning other communion service 
settings over the next few weeks. 
One or two others have joined the 
soprano section which is wonderful 
and I would encourage anyone who 
wishes to discover their voice or 
challenge themselves to approach or 
Choir Warden, Bob Allan, or Director 
of Music, David Ferguson with a view 
towards volunteering their services in 
the choir stalls.      Tom Ferguson
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In February St John’s welcomed 
the Provincial Youth Network for 
two days of fellowship, fun and 
worship. One of several events held 
throughout the year, it is a chance for 
young people from across the Scottish 
Episcopal Church to get together 
as a community. In one of the best 
attended February events that anyone 
can remember, over 40 young people 
and leaders visited St John’s.

The event was a great success with 
the young people enjoying a variety of 
activities from nail art to board games. 
They also participated in the worship 

on Sunday taking the intercessions 
and sermon slots.

They explored “God who gives 
growth” (1 Corinthians 3:7) and what 
it means to be Christian reflecting on 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 and Matthew 
5:21-37. There was reading, singing 
and even an audience participation 
session.

On behalf of the Provincial Youth 
Committee I would like to thank 
everyone at St John's who helped with 
the visit and made everyone feel so 
welcome.

St John's Calendar Christmas 2019 to Lent 2020
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